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Some comparisons 

Bad comparisons 

The eight wealthiest people in the world own as much as the poorest half of the world's population. 

The top 1% of the world's population own as much as the other 99%. 

The gap has continued to widen during the past thirty years, the income of the richest increasing by 
$11,800 while the income of the poorest increased by only $65. 

Better comparisons 

Since 1990 the number of people living in extreme poverty has declined by more than half – from 
1,900 million to 836 million. 

Over the same period the number of working middle-class people has almost tripled. 

Also over the same period, about 2.1 billion people gained access to improved sanitation and about 
2.6 billion received improved drinking water.                                                                TEAR 

Refugees in Israel 

Israel has large numbers of Eritrean and 
Sudanese refugees, mostly Christian. The Israeli 
government has become increasingly hostile to 
them, banning their religious services in detention 
centres and drastically reducing their food supply 
and medical services. For those outside the 
detention centres, harsh taxes and penalties have 
been imposed in an attempt to force them out of 
the country. Many ordinary Israeli people are 
defying the government by privately giving help to 
the refugees.                               Barnabas Fund 

 

Red Wednesday 

Britain’s Houses of Parliament were among 
many landmarks in the UK, Ireland, Iraq 
and the Philippines to be floodlit in red on 
Wednesday 22 November to highlight the 
persecution of faith groups for their 
‘peacefully held beliefs’. Red Wednesday, 
though an initiative of Christian groups, 
highlights the injustices perpetrated against 
other faith groups as well. About fifty 
buildings in the UK were lit up in red, 
including cathedrals, churches, schools 
and universities. In the Philippines about 
eighty churches and universities were 
floodlit for the event. Even one church in 
Iraqi Kurdistan was lit up.              New Life 

 

Mali, West Africa 

The Muslim-majority nation of Mali (pop. 17 million), 
which was once a model of democratic processes and 
religious tolerance, is still suffering from the failed 
jihadist uprising in 2015. Jihadists are stepping up their 
attacks, not just on the international peace-keeping 
forces but also on churches. Christian believers, who 
account for about three percent of the population, 
refuse to succumb to intimidation, but they are living in 
an increasingly volatile situation.              Religious Liberty 

Kenya: Sign language for the deaf 

In Kenya, where deaf children may be considered by 

some to be demon‐possessed, a ministry is spreading 

the gospel in sign language and sharing Scripture in 

schools for the deaf. Selected Christians are being 

trained in how to teach the deaf, while others are 

concerned with establishing education and employment 

opportunities for those who otherwise have little hope 

of gaining employment. Kenyan Sign Language is one 

of more than 350 sign languages worldwide, but none 

of them yet has a complete Bible.                       MNN 

From a pastor in Vanuatu 

"I am using these Bridgeway books in preparing 

my sermons and they are great! Thank you for 

the work you are doing in spreading the Word of 

God for better understanding to all people, not 

just here in Vanuatu but everywhere. From the 

latest carton I have sent other sets to the elders 

of churches in villages up north."         Bridgeway 



 

Christians in Kurdistan Iraq 

In the Kurdish-controlled region of northern Iraq (commonly 
called Kurdistan), Iraqi Christians are experiencing 
discrimination despite having sought refuge there from 
Islamic State. An independent report has found that although 
the Kurdistan Regional Government's policy is outwardly 
favourable to religious freedom in the region, many religious 
groups remain second-class citizens compared with Sunni 
[Muslim] Kurds. Although safe from persecution and violence, 
the displaced Christians in Kurdistan still face discrimination. 
Christian lands have been appropriated by Kurds in Dohuk, 
Erbil and the Nineveh plains. In several cases, local officials 
have cooperated in the land-grabs. 

Christians in northern Myanmar 

While news agencies have given coverage to the Burmese 
government's treatment of the lowland Rohinga people (who 
are Muslim), the same news agencies have been largely 
silent about the government's ongoing persecution of 
northern hill tribes (who are mainly Christian). Most of these 
northern Christians come from non-Burman ethnic minorities. 
In spite of the much-publicised steps the national government 
(largely Buddhist) has taken towards democracy, the hill-tribe 
Christians face intimidation, violence, forced relocation, 
destruction of their cemeteries and churches, and a 
relentless campaign of coerced conversion to Buddhism. 
Children attending Buddhist primary schools are offered free 
education provided they stop attending church and instead 
conform to Buddhist religious practices. 
                                                                                                                            Barnabas Fund 

Sudan's churches threatened 

The Sudanese Government has marked a 

number of churches for demolition – 

Church of Christ, Coptic, Orthodox, 

Presbyterian, Roman Catholic and 

Pentecostal. The Sudanese authorities 

claim the churches have violated 

designated purposes for their land, but in 

reality this action by the government is part 

of its concerted effort to rid the country of 

Christianity. There are frequent instances 

of the arrest, detention and intimidation of 

Christian leaders. Not only are permits for 

the construction of new churches denied, 

but demands are made to hand over control 

of existing churches to the government. 
                                           World Watch 

 

Reaching Afghanistan's youth 

While young people in much of Western 

Asia are disillusioned by their hard‐line 
religious leaders, many still have a thirst for 
spiritual reality. Every week international 
Christian radio and TV broadcasters hear 
from young people seeking spiritual advice 
and prayer. Many speak of how their lives 
have been transformed after turning to 
Jesus Christ. One Afghan viewer's 
acceptance of Christ brought further 
positive responses among his friends. They 
have more friends with whom they are now 
sharing the love of Jesus. Another ministry 
has developed a 'virtual Bible School' 
which uses the Internet and cell phones to 
interact with more than 4,500 Afghans. 

                                                                                 Inspire/OM 

Muslim support in Bulgaria 

A few months ago we reported on a city in 
Bulgaria that has, unofficially, become an 
independent Muslim settlement within the 
country. This has come about through strong 
support and financial input from Turkey and 
Saudi Arabia. The Bulgarian government, alert 
to what is going on, is trying to prevent such 
foreign financial support, but any legislation is 
likely also to disadvantage Christian 
organisations.                          Barnabas Fund 

Literacy in Egypt 

For a country that once boasted an advanced 
civilisation, Egypt today has a disproportionately high 
number of illiterate people. The Bible-based literacy 
programs of the Bible Society are not only improving 
literacy rates but also introducing Christ to people 
whose knowledge of the gospel would otherwise be 
minimal and probably distorted.                       Sower 

USA: new life for an old neighbourhood 

After praying out drug dealers from their area, an 

inner‐city church in the US is thriving. The church, in 
Iowa, tired of being exposed to loud parties, burglaries 
and illegal drug deals, organised a ‘Jericho march’ 
around one of the drug houses. Next day the people in 
the house inexplicably moved out. Then a drug dealer 
was arrested after the church asked God to either save 
him or move him out. The trend continued and now the 
neighbourhood appears to be free of drug traffickers 
and populated with immigrant arrivals. The church has 
invested in 49 units which provide affordable housing 
and a source of income for the ministry. Plans are in 
place for a music studio, clothing shop, eye and dental 
care clinic, a foster care program and a footpath 
Sunday school.                                         PE News 

From an evangelist in Uganda 

"I donated a set of these books to the 

municipal library and I hear that many 

people are using them. They are asking for 

more."                                       Bridgeway 


