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Persecution and Iran's growing church 

One of the worst countries in the world for Christians 

is also the country where the church is apparently 

growing the fastest. In Iran more people have given 

their lives to Christ in the past twenty years than in the 

previous thirteen centuries. Underground churches are 

growing across the country. Violence in the name of 

Islam has produced widespread disillusionment with 

the regime, causing many Muslims to question their 

beliefs. In spite of severe persecution, many Iranian 

Christians are boldly and faithfully telling others about 

Christ. 

The government has changed its method of attack on 

the church. Twenty years ago Christians were brutally 

killed, but now they are put under pressure through 

long prison sentences and heavy fines. As one local 

Christian said, 'They don't kill anymore, or at least not 

often, but they plant fear into people's lives.' Another 

said, 'There is a systematic attempt to deprive churches 

of membership, literature, leadership and communion 

with other Christians around the world.' Yet Iran is a 

signatory to international covenants that guarantee 

freedom of religion.                            Christian Post/Open Doors 

Christians in Algeria 

Algerian Christians are free to worship, but 
only in registered buildings – and registration 
can be difficult to obtain. Various laws and 
policies restrict true religious freedom; for 
example, the government must approve 
Christian literature before circulation. 
Conversion from Islam is not a criminal 
offence, but those who evangelise Muslims risk 
a five-year jail sentence. 

Turkey's changing scene 

Although the vast majority of Turks are Muslim, 
modern Turkey since 1923 has had a proud 
history of secular government. But this is being 
systematically eroded by the present 
government through its Islamisation agenda. In 
its special focus on the young, it has 
introduced a new school curriculum that 
promotes Islam as synonymous with Turkish 
national identity. The amount of anti-Christian 
reporting in the media has increased, and anti-
Christian billboards and leaflets are appearing. 
There is a general crackdown on Christian 
activity. In spite of all this, the number of 
Protestant fellowships has increased to more 
than 140, though this is still not a lot in a 
country of over 80 million people. 

The families of Tajikistan 

Under laws introduced in 2011, children under 
the age of 18 are prohibited from taking part in 
public religious activities – a cause of great 
concern for Christian parents. Christians from 
Muslim backgrounds encounter persecution 
from the authorities and are often subjected to 
physical violence from relatives. 

                                                                                      Persecuted Church 

Russia's Protestant Churches 

Earlier this year the Protestant Churches of Russia held 
their 17th National Prayer Breakfast. This event is one 
of the most authoritative social and religious events in 
modern Russia, and traditionally involves the first 
persons of state power, senior church figures, heads of 
religious organisations, civic leaders and influential 
people in political movements. 

At this year's Prayer Breakfast, celebrating the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation, evangelical Christians 
and church leaders expressed their desire to advance 
the gospel by developing stronger connections with 
public and state organisations in religious, social, civic 
and moral service to the nation.               Christian Telegraph 

Sports evangelism in Malawi 

"Now we are using Bridgeway books in 

connection with sports evangelism. This issue has 

come into being because most of our youths are 

not being involved in church ministries, simply 

because most pastors did not learn youth and 

child evangelism. As a result of this negligence, 

most of the youths are involved in secular 

activities that promote sin and worldly life. But 

when we use sports and music among the youth, 

evangelism is having focus and we are reaching 

out to young people easily, and even adults who 

enjoy watching soccer. We use times before kick-

off and at half-time to preach a 10 to 15 minutes 

evangelistic message."                           Bridgeway 

Mexico and its Religious Minorities 

There have been multiple expulsions of religious 
minorities from their homes in Mexico’s Jalisco 
State. These expulsions took place in different 
places at different times and amounted to more than 
120 people – from indigenous, Protestant and 
Jehovah's Witness groups. People have been 
forcibly removed from their homes, many of them 
being taken by truck to the mountains and 
abandoned. Their houses were destroyed. Through 
it all, government officials did nothing to defend the 
expelled groups. Churches and Christian agencies 
are now bringing aid to the dispossessed people. 

                                                                                    Christian Solidarity  



 
Suffering of Indian Christians 

With the success of radical Hindu groups in local 

and state elections, the persecution of Christians 

has increased. Not only are officials bolder in 

going beyond the legal boundaries, but villagers 

also are more confident in ostracising Christians. 

A common tactic is to exclude Christians from 

fresh water at the village well, thereby forcing 

them to walk long distances for water and run 

the risks of more harassment. Aid agencies are 

helping Christians by digging wells for them, but 

this work is also in jeopardy as opponents attack 

workers and sabotage their work. Where wells 

have been dug, Christians have made the wells 

available to Hindu neighbours and thousands 

have bene helped.                              VOM 

  

Christian advocate in China 

When Gao Zhisheng, committed Christian human 
rights lawyer and religious liberty advocate, 
emerged from three years' secret detention in 
August 2014, he appeared to be utterly destroyed, 
a human wreck. The Chinese government was 
sending a message: 'This is what happens when 
you criticise us.' Doubtless China's rulers were 
'testing the waters' to see how much violent 
repression the international community would 
allow them. Plenty, it seems! 

Confined to house arrest and denied access to 
medical care, Gao (who had survived horrendous 
torture) could have withered and died. But he did 
not – he recovered. Despite intensive supervision, 
Gao wrote both a memoir and a 40-page report on 
human rights in China. These secret writings were 
smuggled out and have since been published. 

However, in August last year, Gao 'disappeared' 
again. His supporters discovered that he is being 
held in a secret prison in solitary confinement and 
total darkness. They fear for his sanity and his life. 
Pray for Gao and for China and its church. 
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A Zambian with Congolese refugees 

"We are helping our brothers in Congo 

who have been in various refugee camps 

for more than a decade and have hardly 

any Christian literature available to them. 

Now that they are back in their country of 

origin, they are in dire need of everything. 

We are trying our best to assist as a family 

with the little we can afford to give, 

especially clothing. With these books in 

place, they'll go a long way in enhancing 

their effort for the gospel." 
                                                 Bridgeway 

Muslim influence in Tanzania 

Tanzania's population is 60% Christian and 36% Muslim, with the mainland part of the country 
predominantly Christian, and the semi-autonomous Zanzibar archipelago almost entirely Muslim. 
Previously known in Africa for religious tolerance, Tanzania is now a place where Christians in Muslim-
majority areas are finding life increasingly difficult. 

Muslims disproportionately influence the country, having many senior positions in government, judiciary, 
business and education. Some are pressuring the government to introduce Islamic courts on the Christian-
majority mainland, as has happened in Zanzibar, but the process has now stalled. 

Because Muslims have customarily slaughtered animals to ensure the meat is halal, they now assume that 
slaughtering is their exclusive right. They pressure local authorities to arrest Christians who slaughter their 
own animals and sell pork, despite it not being illegal. In areas where local authorities have not yielded to 
pressure, Christian butchers are attacked, some killed. Their customers are also assaulted. 

Violent Islamist attacks are growing, especially against converts from Islam, both on the mainland and in 
Zanzibar, where churches have called on police protection from arsonists.                     Barnabas Fund 

Cambodian Book Fair 

Christian literature publishers who for the first time 
exhibited at Cambodia's National Book Fair were 
delighted with the outcome. Many people showed 
interest, young adults and students being particularly 
prominent. Over 500 books were sold, including a Bible 
bought by a Buddhist monk.                        Sparklit 


