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A growing work in India 

During the year 2017, a local ministry that 
works across North India ran 340 different 
discipleship, training and vocational 
programs, thereby equipping 9,808 disciples 
to serve God better. 

This ministry of the gospel, working out of 
seven centres in North India, brings 
transformation of lives and reconciliation to 
God and man. In addition to equipping 
evangelists, pastors, and teachers through 
study courses and resource provisions, the 
ministry runs health programs, children and 
youth camps, literacy classes and vocational 
centres that teach sewing, woodwork, bicycle 
repair and computer.                         DBI 

Nigerian initiatives 

A collaborative effort of Nigerian churches and Christian 
professionals among the Koti people of central Nigeria 
provided free medical care to hundreds and opened the 
door to further Christian outreach. The aim is to see a 
community centre established that will provide holistic 
ministry to youth and adults in digital technology, high 
school subjects, evangelism, discipleship training and 
health services. This ambitious program will be 
implemented by full-time and part-time workers drawn 
from Nigeria's large Christian population. Christians are 
continuing to find new ways to use their education, 
knowledge, skills and faith to serve the poor and 
vulnerable.                                                  Adonai 

The Christians of Afghanistan 

Afghan Christians are either converts from Islam or the 
children of converts, which means they face severe 
consequences if their faith becomes known. Afghanistan 
is one of a handful of countries where the law (sharia) 
imposes the death penalty upon converts from Islam. 
They also face possible murder at the hands of relatives 
or community extremists. The government controls less 
than two-thirds of the country, most of the remainder 
being under the control of the Taliban. The number of 
Afghan believers living in Afghanistan is thought to be 
around a thousand. There are no church buildings 
anywhere in the country.                  Persecuted Church 

Building up Mongolia 

Although Mongolia is not a predominantly Christian 
nation, people are open to the gospel and church 
attendance is high. A constant challenge is to equip 
Christians with better Bible knowledge so that 
churches are well led and Christians are built up. 
Christian radio broadcasts are widespread across 
the country and bring a good response. 

As in many countries that were once Communist, the 
post-Communist society was left in a moral vacuum, 
so that Mongolia has high statistics for abortion, 
single-parent families, unemployment and 
alcoholism. Christian radio programs address these 
issues and are proving to be a good inter-active 
agency for people seeking help. Half of Mongolia's 
population is under 18 and three-quarters under 35. 

                                                                FEBC 

 

From Scripture Union, Swaziland: 

"When I was a school teacher, I especially 

remember your book that took us through 

places in Palestine with pictures. They were 

loved by everyone. Recently your Bridgeway 

Bible Commentary was very handy as we 

wrote our daily reading Bible notes called 

Daily Power. May the Almighty continue to 

bless and use you.                        Bridgeway 

Romania 

The liberation of Romania from 

Communism seems to have brought a 

decrease in the passion that Christians 

had during the years of Communist 

rule. The rise of secularism and the 

influence of Western lifestyles have 

resulted in apathy among many 

Christians, whereas Muslims, though 

numbering only 100,000, have 

become very active in politics, 

education and business. Although the 

president stepped in to reject a 

Muslim woman becoming prime 

minister, she has now emerged as 

deputy prime minister.              Barnabas Fund 

Mercy Ships 

One ophthalmic surgeon has just 
performed his 30,000th surgery in ten 
years on board the hospital ship Africa 
Mercy. During this time he has also 
trained 47 ophthalmic surgeons who will 
provide tens of thousands of cataract 
surgeries in Africa and other parts of the 
world. The organisation Mercy Ships has 
worked in more than 70 countries since 
1978, providing services to 2.5 million 
people.                                   New Life 

 



 Life in Saudi Arabia 

Optimistic observers of Saudi Arabia hope that 
recent easing of some restrictions in the country 
(women are now allowed to drive!) could lead the 
strictly Muslim kingdom to become more tolerant of 
Christianity. As part of the current reform, several 
thousand imams have been dismissed from 
mosques for spreading extremism, and dozens of 
officials have been arrested on corruption charges. 

The number of 'secret Christians' is unknown. 
Believers among the sizeable migrant workforce 
are under constant surveillance by the religious 
police and face harassment, arrest and deportation. 
No public display of any non-Islamic religion is 
allowed. 

Saudi Arabia's judicial system operates on a strict 
interpretation of sharia, which includes hudud 
punishments such as amputations and floggings. 
There is no separation between religion and state. 
'Blasphemy' charges are used to suppress free 
speech and the religious police roam the streets 
ensuring adherence to Islamic dress codes. 

                                                                    New Life / Persecuted Church 

Short-term missions and Belize 

Belize is a small Central American nation with 

40% of its territory classified as national parks or 

reserves, making it a popular place for 

ecotourism.  It has been described as ‘an over-

evangelised nation with few true disciples and 

little fruit.’ A high proportion of Christians are 

claimed by multiple denominations, but only 

10% of the population attends church regularly. 

Many missions have saturated this nation, but the 

never-ending presence of short-term mission-

trippers has created dependency and weakened 

the national church. The need is for fruitful 

partnerships that require true sacrifice for visitors 

and locals alike.                            Operation World 

An evangelist in Uganda 

"I travelled to Bukida Teachers College to 

speak again to young people. They were 

around 300 in number and over 40 young 

people gave their lives to Christ. I was 

encouraged and glad to find that the 

organizers were the people I had preached to 

in schools years before. All of them thanked 

me in front of these young people and 

showed young people the Bibles I gave them 

many years ago. 

"From there I came back home and on last 

Friday we had youth conference in my home 

area. They were 78 in number and 20 people 

made decisions to follow Jesus Christ. In 

both missions I distributed hundreds of books 

and Bibles to key people."                  Bridgeway 

Egypt's church buildings 

More than a year ago the Egyptian parliament 
removed the draconian Ottoman-era restrictions 
on churches that had made construction or 
alteration of church buildings difficult, if not 
impossible. Consequently, many congregations 
had no option but to worship illegally in unlicensed 
buildings. A committee is now considering 
applications from over 2,000 congregations that 
have requested legal status for their buildings. 
Since the introduction of the new laws, recent 
buildings have been built legally, but opposition 
from Islamic groups is strong. A group linked to 
Islamic State has urged Muslims to attack 
Egyptian Christians who are constructing church 
buildings and operating TV networks. 

                                                        Barnabas Fund 

 

Church growth In North Korea 

Sources on the ground say that Christianity is 
growing in the despotic state of North Korea 
despite the horrendous persecution. A North 
Korean defector who works with the country’s 
underground church says that people no longer 

respect Kim Jong‐un and have stopped their 
'worship' of the Kim family. The defector, a 
member of the 'Worldwide Coalition to Stop 
Genocide in North Korea,' told the UK 
Telegraph newspaper that ‘people are looking 
for something else to sustain their faith.’ He 
says the Christian church is growing and 
deepening its roots despite the fear of 
imprisonment, torture or execution. 

                                                                           My Christian Daily 

Bible college teacher, Zambia: 

"Church leaders who see these books have a 

high demand for them. Our problem here in our 

Bible college is lack of books; even many of the 

books we have are photocopies. The principal 

has to take the originals to those who have 

photocopying machine, but it is very costly. The 

lecturers also are lacking themselves to teach, 

and students' complaints never end because of 

lack of proper books. Even if the college had a 

computer or photocopier, this can help us all." 

                                                                                            Bridgeway 


