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Eritrea's suffering Christians 

The people of Eritrea have undergone severe 

suffering for more than 30 years, firstly through 

a war of independence with Ethiopia and then 

from a repressive Marxist government that has 

been in power since independence in 1993. 

Because of rigorous adherence to strict laws to 

control religion, authorities continue to detain 

Christians without charge. They are denied 

Bibles and prevented from practising any 

outward expression of their faith. 

One prisoner said, 'We were only allowed out 

in the sun for 30 minutes on Sundays. That was 

the highlight of our week. When I refused to 

reveal information about other Christian 

leaders, they chained my legs together for days 

and beat me. I suffered a mild stroke that left 

me partially paralysed.'            Persecuted Church 

Egypt: reform and reaction 

Although the president of Egypt has enacted 
laws to give Christians greater freedom, local 
militants still make life difficult for Christians. 
There are frequent outbreaks of violence against 
Christians and churches, sometimes with the 
support of local officials. Dozens of Christians 
have been killed.                           Barnabas Fund 

New churches in Bangladesh 

National Bangladeshi missionaries have planted 
more than 20 churches in the Chittagong area, 
despite harsh environments and religious 
opposition. Although the nation is largely Muslim, 
many residents in the localities of these new 
churches are either animist or Buddhist. Through 
discipleship training, the new churches are 
growing.                                    Christian Aid Mission 

Philippines: the Mindanao conflict 

The Philippines is a strongly Christian country 
(both nominally and in its vibrant evangelical 
church), but Islamic terrorists have been trying 
for years to carve out an independent state for 
themselves on the island of Mindanao. In a 
military offensive last year, the Philippine army 
retook the Mindanao city of Marawi from militants 
linked to Islamic State, but the city is now almost 
uninhabitable. Much of it is rubble and most that 
remains has been either looted or burned. 

Sources report that Islamic State is actively 
recruiting across Mindanao, signing up recruits 
with an initial payment and the promise of more if 

they join a battlefront. Cashed‐up sleeper cells 
are everywhere. The Christian minority on 
Mindanao, though still active in evangelism and 
church growth, is in increasing danger. 

                                                            New Life 
Hope for Syrian churches 

Aleppo, Syria's largest city, has now been 
free of armed conflict for many months. 
Electricity has been restored for several 
hours a day and people are returning, 
including some Christians. Some held their 
first church service in a roofless cathedral. 
Overcoming the widespread feeling of 
hopelessness is a huge challenge.  

In Homs, Syria's third largest city and once a 
Christian stronghold, it is now two years 
since the fighting and destruction ceased. 
Christians are among the returning people 
but they are often disadvantaged, because 
those who administer aid heavily favour 
Muslims. 

                                         Barnabas Fund 

World Watch List 

Most dangerous countries to be a Christian 

  1. North Korea 11. India 
  2. Afghanistan 12. Saudi Arabia 
  3. Somalia 13. Maldives 
  4. Sudan 14. Nigeria 
  5. Pakistan 15. Syria 
  6. Eritrea 16. Uzbekistan 
  7. Libya 17. Egypt 
  8. Iraq 18. Vietnam 
  9. Yemen 19. Turkmenistan 
10. Iran 20. Laos 

                                                                                                    Open Doors 

From an evangelist in Zimbabwe 

"We teach and preach in secondary school 

assemblies and Scripture Union Clubs. 

This is a golden opportunity to reach the 

young and teachers with the gospel, and to 

encourage students to apply their hearts to 

sound instruction (Prov 23:12) through 

studying God’s Word. Thanks for the vital 

books donated to us for this. In our 

country Bible knowledge is an examinable 

subject."                                  Bridgeway 



 

Sudanese government's war on Christians 

Sudan's government is accelerating efforts to eradicate Christianity entirely by deporting Christians to 
South Sudan, demolishing churches, closing Christian schools, and imposing sharia on Christians. Since 
South Sudan seceded in 2011, the government of Sudan has increased the pace of Islamisation. The 
remaining minority of Christians in the country is estimated at 3% but the government's plans are to reduce 
this to zero. 

Sudan is one of the few countries in the world that carries out the death penalty for apostasy from Islam. 
Even liberal Muslims who question Islamic teachings have been executed. Christian women can suffer 
public flogging for wearing 'immoral dress' – dress that does not conform to the strict Islamic code. 

For more than thirty years the government has been waging a genocidal jihad against Sudan's oldest 
Christian region, the Nuba Mountains near the South Sudan border. It has used deliberate starvation, 
aerial bombing, forced conversions, systematic mass rape and jailing of Christian leaders, most of whom 
have been tortured and many killed. The recent imprisonment of two Sudanese Christians who contributed 
to a documentary exposing this is an indication of how much the government wants to keep these facts 
hidden from the world.                                                                                                  Persecuted Church 

The Amerindians of Brazil 

Although the church in Brazil has seen spectacular growth (the 
number of born-again believers increasing from 2 million to 52 
million in only fifty years), there is still a challenging field among 
the indigenous Amerindians. As these people become 
increasingly urbanised and detribalized, they are vulnerable to 
exploitation and disorientation. Brazilian churches, which are 
among the largest senders of missionaries to other countries, 
need also to reach the unreached among their own indigenous 
groups.                                                             Operation World 

Outreach from Serbia 

A Bible college that started up in 
Serbia more than twenty years ago 
now has over 350 graduates, many 
of whom are serving God in regions 
of former Yugoslavia. While in 
training, students also engage in 
youth and children's work, camps 
and coffee shop outreach.   

                                           Oak Hall 

Christians in Israel 

Christians in the Israel/Palestine region face 
discrimination from both Jews and Muslims. In 
Israel, Christians are about 2% of the 
population, and ultra-orthodox Jews target 
them, especially those with a Jewish 
background. Messianic churches have been 
vandalised and Christian leaders assaulted. In 
the Palestinian territories, Christians face daily 
discrimination from the Muslim majority and 
most live in dire poverty. One of this embattled 
minority said, "There are fewer and fewer of 
us. Those who manage to get out do not come 
back. They seek peace elsewhere, and so our 
churches get smaller."                  Persecuted Church 

Church planting in Malawi 

A pastor writes: "I wish you could come to 

Malawi and see the fruits of the seeds you have 

been planting. With the books you have been 

sending, many pastors are using them like a 

Reachout Bible School, especially to Muslims. 

These Muslims at one time opposed us but now 

they are seeing the truth in Jesus Christ. This is 

unbelievable in an Islamic stronghold like the 

town where we live. Three new churches with 

some Muslims have been planted already and we 

are receiving more invitations in some parts of 

the district. Our biggest problem now is to get 

them Bibles, as people can hardly afford. With 

bad hunger in Malawi, people struggle even to 

get a kilo of maize."                      Bridgeway 

Radio in Myanmar 

In the predominantly Buddhist country of 

Myanmar, local Christians prepare and broadcast 

two and a half hours of Christian radio programs 

every day. These can be heard in the national 

language Burmese as well as a number of ethnic 

languages.                                                FEBC 

Religious freedom 

A campaign has been launched in countries 
such as UK, Australia and New Zealand to 
ensure that laws serve their intended purpose 
of giving full freedom of conscience, speech 
and religion to all citizens. Secularised society, 
boosted by the disproportionate influence of 
anti-Christian pressure groups, has seen a 
steady erosion of religious liberty in many 
Western countries.                                        Barnabas Fund 


