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Churches in Venezuela 

In this the most urbanised of Latin 
American countries, there is a drive to 
evangelise the cities, especially the capital, 
Caracas. Venezuela is not the Catholic 
bastion it once was, though a growing 
secularism means that many who leave 
Catholicism opt for no religion at all. 

In spite of this, the number of evangelical 
churches continues to increase, with a 
number of ministries concentrating on 
reaching the upper and middle classes. 
These in the past have been under-
evangelised, as have tertiary campuses, 
where only one in five has a Christian group 
operating. About one million urbanised poor 
living in Caracas’s slums also need the 
gospel.                      Operation World 

Algeria’s balancing act 

The largely Muslim nation of Algeria (pop. 40 million) has 
an estimated 100,000 Christians, mainly of Berber stock. 
Because of political infighting among Muslim groups, the 
government has allowed itself to be trapped in a never-
ending balancing act. To uphold security and stability it 
has legislated against 'religious extremism,' which 
includes militant fundamentalist Islam as well as 
evangelical Christianity, but to win votes in regions 
where it is less popular, it refuses to support local 
anti‐terror efforts. 

Christians are often the ones who suffer most through 
this exercise in pragmatic cowardice. Persecution has 
been escalating since late 2017. Christians have been 
prosecuted for distributing Bibles and churches face 
closure if they do not conform to stricter regulations 
imposed upon them.                              Religious Liberty 

Evangelising North Koreans 

Missionaries from South Korea and China are working among 

North Koreans in the border region of north‐eastern China. It 

is dangerous work and at least ten missionaries have died in 

mysterious circumstances, but Christianity is steadily filtering 

into North Korea. The border missionaries provide their North 

Korean converts with safe houses, where they teach them how 

to memorise Christian teaching and covertly share it when 

they cross into North Korea.                                   New Life 

Nigeria: from a local church 

“We are planning to put the 

Bridgeway Bible Commentary 

and Dictionary into the library of 

a branch of our church that will 

be inaugurated next month. The 

average church attendance of our 

local church is more than 1,000 

and the place became congested 

with the growing membership. 

So we acquired a parcel of land 

where we started a new local 

congregation. The average 

attendance of that church is now 

400 and we want to grant them 

full autonomy next month. These 

books will be our gift, and yours, 

to the church.               Bridgeway 

How churches are growing in Indonesia 

Churches are growing through ‘good neighbour’ 
evangelism in Indonesia. As the country makes plans to 
move its capital to the island of Borneo, more people are 
moving there. Christians in Borneo visit newcomers, who 
are mostly Muslims, to give help and offer a welcome and 
prayer – which is very different from the Muslim concept 
of prayer. Church leaders say that answers to prayer are 
providing opportunities for ministry and many Muslims are 
coming to faith in Christ.                                        MNN 

Pakistan’s increasing sensitivity to ‘blasphemy’ 

The medical superintendent of a Pakistani hospital forces all staff to assemble to recite verses from the 
Quran every morning. If they do not attend, they are marked absent for the day. In spite of such compulsion 
being illegal, and in spite of protests from Christians and some Muslims, the government is hesitant to take 
any action. 

Another indication of increasing militancy in Pakistan was a meeting that high ranking government officials 
had with a top executive of Facebook to demand the removal from social media of anything they consider 
blasphemous to Islam. This would include even a question about Islamic belief, no matter how politely 
worded; for example, whether Muhammad was the one and only true prophet. The Pakistani government 
wanted details of users around the world who posted any comments considered offensive, so that the 
offenders could be extradited and prosecuted. Both Christian and Muslim Pakistanis are currently being 
prosecuted for Facebook postings considered blasphemous.                                               Barnabas Fund 



 

Jordan and Syria 

Half of Jordan's population today is made up of 

refugees – from Sudan, Somalia, Libya, Yemen, 

Syria and Iraq. Many Christian organisations, both 

local and international, are bringing hope to these 

people through the gospel and practical aid. 

Neighbouring Syria is becoming a battleground 

between the United States and Russia, threatening to 

destabilise the region further. Many countries besides 

America and Russia are involved – Iran, Turkey, 

Israel, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the Emirates. The 

people who seem to have least say are the Syrians 

themselves!                                              Manara 

The Bible 

A new survey has revealed that, among those who 
recognise the importance of the Bible, 61% say it is more 
necessary to their morning routine than coffee or social 
media. Those who say the Bible is essential to starting 
their day also say they find it serves as a source of energy 
and vision for the day ahead. The Bible clearly makes a 
difference to the lives of those who read it.       Charisma News 

China: more crackdowns 

President Xi Jinping recently added new 
regulations to restrict religious activity 
even further. The new regulations are 
sweeping in scope and, if fully enforced, 
could mean major changes for 
unregistered churches in their worship 
services, Christian education, media, 
and interaction with the global church. 
Organisers of unapproved religious 
activities will face hefty fines. 
Intimidation, arrests, violence and 
persecution of Christians are rapidly 
becoming the norm in Xi Jinping's 
China.                        Christian Headlines 

Britain 

In selected cities across Britain an 

advertising campaign featuring the 

words 'Try praying' seems to be 

having an impact. The large 

advertisements, which are displayed 

prominently on buses and on digital 

screens at bus stops and train stations, 

have brought a good response, as 

people receive gospel booklets from 

nearby kiosks or visit the Trypraying 
website.                               New Life 

 

From a West African mission 

The small West African nation of Togo has a 
relatively high percentage of believers, mostly 
in the south, but also has many ethnic peoples 
and Muslims in the north who still have not 
heard of the love of Jesus. Since 2007, we 
have been taking teams to Togo, offering hope 
in Christ. These teams help train and equip 
local believers and missionaries serving there. 
We were there again in April to share the Good 
News and saw many people turn from their 
idols to Jesus Christ. 

Meanwhile South Sudan continues to be an 
embarrassment to every African. Pray for an 
end to the conflict there and for the innocent 
people affected by the violence. Ask the Lord 
that the church in South Sudan will have 
courage to boldly proclaim truth to the nation 
and respond in love to the needs of the 
displaced people. Pray also that we will find 
more doctors, teachers, nurses, dentists and 
pharmacists to be part our mission trips to 
needy regions of Uganda and Nigeria. 

                                                                                                   Adonai 

A church elder in Ghana writes: 

“I took my Bridgeway Bible Commentary and 

also the book Proverbs Today to share with the 

church during our week of prayer and fasting. 

The people in the church were surprised how I 

was explaining the Bible verses. Because of 

this good explanation during the discussions, 

many of the brothers and sisters plus the 

pastor himself and the deacons and church 

secretary came to me after and said they want 

to receive such books from you. Please can you 

send me more.”                                Bridgeway 

Severe persecution in Tajikistan 

Tajikistan, formerly part of the USSR, borders 
Afghanistan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan and China. It 
is the poorest country in Central Asia and one of 
the most corrupt countries anywhere. Its population 
of 9 million is 98% Muslim, and the tiny Christian 
minority suffers severe intimidation from the 
government and Muslim society. 

Many secret believers meet in house churches but 
risk police raids, because worshipping without state 
registration is illegal. Even in registered churches, 
life can be dangerous. Recently a pastor was 
arrested for 'inciting religious hatred' and jailed for 
three years.                                     Religious Liberty 


