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Seeking peace in South Sudan 

After prolonged civil wars, the nominally Christian 
region of South Sudan eventually became 
independent of Muslim Sudan to the north, but was 
then torn apart by ethnic and tribal conflict. An 
estimated one quarter of the population fled their 
homes to become internally displaced or refugees 
to other countries. To make matters worse, South 
Sudan is on the verge of famine. 

The church has for many years been the only body 
to provide visible unity across political and tribal 
divisions, with church leaders at the forefront of 
reconciliation initiatives. Now there is news that the 
warring civil leaders have got together and reached 
a peace agreement. Pray that it will hold. 

Azerbaijan 

The government of Azerbaijan, which like the 

populace in general is Muslim, enforces a policy 

of religious tolerance. But laws designed to 

restrict Islamic extremism also restrict Christian 

activities. Since a pastor was imprisoned simply 

for distributing Christian literature, Christians 

have become very discreet in any kind of 

evangelistic activity. At least an Azeri language 

Bible is available, but there is an acute need for 

more copies. 
                                                            Barnabas Fund 

Central African Republic 

In Central African Republic, a mostly Christian 

nation, Islamic militias continue their drive to 

take over the country. As UN peacekeepers 

move against Islamic criminal gangs in the 

capital, Bangui, the Islamic militias vow 

revenge. The country is on high alert and the 
church needs prayer. 

In the midst of this, a local pastor writes: “In 

spite of recent hostilities in Central African 

Republic, our ministry activities have continued 

in most parts of the country but been hindered 

in the locality where our mission offices are 

based in Bangui. When duty calls and danger 

threatens, we are committed to remain loyal to 

God who called us by his grace. God is our 

Refuge!”                           Religious Liberty / Adonai 

Prisoners, known and unknown 

Across the world, tens of thousands of Christians 
are in prison for their faith. The names of most of 
these are unknown to the wider world, but some 
have been known for years because of extensive 
international news coverage. 

Among these internationally known Christians are 
human rights lawyers like Gao Zhisheng (China), 
humble labourers like Aasia Bibi (Pakistan) and 
foreign nationals like Andrew Brunson (an 
American pastor imprisoned in Turkey), Gloria 
Narvaez (a Colombian missionary taken captive in 
Mali) and Ken Elliot (an elderly Australian 
missionary doctor held captive in Burkina Faso). 

Christian prisoners and captives suffer physically, 
emotionally and spiritually, and are often 
exhausted and confused. Remember to ‘pray for 
those who are in prison, as though in prison with 
them' (Hebrews 13:3).                     Religious Liberty 

 

From a pastor in Burundi 

“Something missionaries never taught us was 

to have all elders and deacons go through 

special training. We have just had ten days 

training, not only for elders and deacons, but 

we invited their wives or husbands to study 

side by side with their spouses so the whole 

couple know the same things. Thanks for your 

Bible Commentary and Bible Dictionary in 

preparing these studies and the sermon on the 

day we commissioned them.”            Bridgeway 

USA – using the church's bus 

Some churches in the USA use buses to take 

people to church, but at least one church in 

Oklahoma uses its bus in the opposite direction – 

to take Christians into the community. There they 

set up stalls and do evangelism at local events, as 

well as visit around lower‐income neighbourhoods 

to serve food and help the needy. As the church 

embraces the community, so the community is 

embracing the church.                         New Life 

Surprises in Malaysia 
Changes are afoot in the Muslim country of 
Malaysia. In a surprise election result last May, the 
party that had been in power for 61 years was 
ousted. No one knows what the long-term outcome 
will be, but already there are some good signs.  

Laws that protected Muslims and disadvantaged 
Christians are now being reviewed and perhaps 
relaxed. The East Malaysian states of Sabah and 
Sarawak, which have large Christian populations, 
have been promised greater freedom and financial 
aid. The national government is still Muslim, but 
gives assurances of religious freedom.          BF 



 

Forgotten Mauritania 

The church in the West African country of Mauritania is small, 
underground, severely persecuted and largely forgotten by 
the outside world. Officially, the country is fully Muslim, 
because all citizens are Sunni by law. But expatriate 
Christians are allowed to meet for worship, Christian aid 
agencies are permitted, and expatriate Christians from other 
African countries engage in covert gospel activity.  

Currently, local Christians see a ray of hope in that the 
country has recently got a new flag, new anthem, new 
currency and the prospect of more freedom of expression 
and conscience. Pray for the eyes of the imams, sheiks and 
other Muslim leaders to be opened. 

The expatriates of Kuwait 

There are about 600,000 Christians living in Kuwait (17% 

of the total population) but only a few hundred of them are 

Kuwaiti citizens. The rest are migrant workers, who are 

therefore far from home, work long hours and are 

vulnerable to abuse, forced labour and deportation. Some 

are illiterate. They gather together to worship in a variety 

of languages such as Amharic, English, French, Hindi, 

Malayalam, Nepali, Sinhala, Tamil, Telugu and Urdu. 

Praise God that this Gulf state allows Christians to worship 

together and pray that each will find strength in the Lord to 
cope with the difficulties they face daily. 

                                                                Barnabas Fund 

Solomon Islands 

A decade‐long focus on evangelism 

and renewal has been launched in 

the Pacific nation of Solomon 

Islands. The program is not only 

about personal faith and salvation, 

but also about the way Christians 

speak and witness to their fellow-

citizens, most of whom are 

Christian in name only. The Decade 

of Evangelism and Renewal is 

firstly to reach people outside the 

church and then to equip, mentor, 

nurture and disciple people to be 

true followers of Jesus Christ. 

                                         New Life 

 

The ship Logos Hope 
The visit of the ship Logos Hope to 
Veracruz, Mexico, broke the OM ship 

ministry’s all‐time record for a single 
port. Over six weeks, almost a quarter 
of a million people boarded the ship to 
browse the book fair, visit the 
International Cafe or attend an on-
board event. The visit to Veracruz also 
marked Logos Hope’s seven millionth 
guest over 15 years.                   OM 

 

Hostility in Nepal 

Persecution of Christians in Nepal is 
increasing, driven by the country’s anti-
conversion laws. Churches have been set on 
fire and Christians attacked. The widespread 
attacks were so similar that analysts suspect 
the perpetrators were part of a Hindu 
nationalist online community and that the 
attacks arose from online incitement. 

In another incident, two Nepali believers were 
arrested for singing Christian songs in public, 
and four more were subsequently arrested in 
their homes. According to recent reports, all 
are still in jail awaiting trial.         Religious Liberty 

Myanmar: ethnic cleansing of the Kachin 

Since November 2017, the Burmese military has used 
ground forces, aerial bombardments, heavy shelling 
and helicopter gunships to drive the Kachin 
Independence Army out of Kachin State's most 
resource-rich regions. Escalating violence confirms that 
a war of ethnic cleansing is underway as the Myanmar 
(Burma) military seizes control of Kachin State's jade, 
amber and gold mines. 

According to the UN, about 120,000 Christian Kachin 
are now displaced. While thousands of the displaced 
are being sheltered in churches, thousands more 
remain trapped in the jungle without food, medical care 
or shelter. The region is closed to humanitarian aid, so 
all food and clothing is provided by local churches. 

                                                                                                      Religious Liberty 

From a preacher in Zimbabwe 

“I go on radio three times per month on a regional 

station with a listenership around 2.5 million. The 

topics I am assigned are frequently polemical in nature, 

hence at the end of each session I receive an avalanche 

of mobile phone calls, some negative, others in praise 

for standing faithfully to the Word. I am overwhelmed 

by the response. The resources you have sent to me in 

the past in the form of books and cassettes are playing a 

huge and critical role to meet the needs of the audience, 

the majority of which are thirsty to hear sound 

teaching.”                                                 Bridgeway 


