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The chaos of Nigeria 

With an estimated 180 million people, half of them nominally Christian, Nigeria is the largest nation in Africa. 
But it is fast becoming a failed state because of government ineptitude, systemic corruption and escalating 
violence. The Christian crisis in the Muslim North and mixed Middle Belt is now spreading into the Christian 
South-East. Mass killings, mostly of Christians by militant Muslims, continue with impunity. Over the past year 
or more, three-quarters of all known killings of Christians worldwide have been in Nigeria. The notorious Boko 
Haram terrorist force, following the pattern of ISIS, has given itself the name ISWAP (Islamic State in West 
Africa Province).  

Across Nigeria, trust in public institutions has broken down and people are increasingly taking matters into their 
own hands. Christians live under constant threat of Islamic terror and kidnappings, which result in death, 
displacement and the traumatisation of entire communities. But the government of the fraudulently elected 
president does not intervene. Meanwhile the country’s politicians, already among the highest paid in the world, 
have agreed to spend US$15.3 million buying luxury cars for senators – in a country with one of the world’s 
highest rates of poverty.                                                                                         Religious Liberty/Open Doors 

 

Sri Lanka’s Christians 

About 8% of Sri Lanka’s citizens identify 
themselves as Christian and the vast majority of 
these are Catholic. The majority of its citizens are 
Buddhist (about 70%), the other major religious 
groups being Hindu (13%) and Muslim (8%). 

Christians from Buddhist and Hindu backgrounds 
face discrimination for their faith. The growth of 
evangelical Christianity in Sri Lanka since 1980 has 
met with violent opposition from extremists led by 
Buddhist monks, resulting in mob violence, burning 
of churches and attacks on Christians. Local 
officials and police do little to prevent the attacks 
and are sometimes complicit in them.       Christian Today 

Looking for another Welsh Revival 

A Welsh minister has purchased twelve abandoned chapels in a bid to restore them to their former 

glory. The cost was largely paid for out of an inheritance from his mother. The preacher, who called his 

venture ‘an act of faith,’ says he felt a strong desire to bring the aging sanctuaries to life, filling them 

once again with the sounds of Christian worship. He said that although he doesn’t think there is a 

revival yet, he wants to be ready. He refers back to 1904-05, when a young preacher named Evan 

Roberts sparked a revival that not only saw 150,000 come to faith across the nation, but also spread the 
gospel around the globe.                                                                                                            BBC 

Eastern Europe Christmas outreach 

Churches across Russia and Eastern Europe are 

planning to reach 40,000 children with the 

gospel over the coming Christmas holiday 

season. Because of legal regulations, this may 

be difficult in some countries, but in others 

doors are open at this time that are closed at 

other times. The program gives unchurched 

children a Christmas gift of a children’s Bible, 

personal supplies, sweets and a Christmas 

ornament.                                   Mission Network News 

Uganda’s terrorist minority 

When an imam in eastern Uganda was found to 

have become a believer in Jesus Christ, he was 

beaten unconscious by his family and left to 

die. Christians rescued the man and his young 

family and are currently caring for them in a 

secret location. Muslims extremists, having 

declared a fatwa against him for alleged 

blasphemy and apostasy, are seeking to locate 

him and kill him. Uganda is a predominantly 

Christian country, but within the small minority 

of Muslims is a vehemently anti-Christian 

terrorist group.                          Morning Star 

Malawi: Bible and practical aid 

A pastor writes, “In our church studies we are 

now on page 111 of ‘Let the Bible Speak for 

Itself,’ where we are learning about planning the 

teaching program for a church. This is very 

important, and we see the believers are growing 

as we teach them the Word on Sundays and other 

days. But we also outreach and help the needy. 

Yesterday afternoon, after church service we went 

to a village to encourage 78 orphans and give 

them clothes, soaps and exercise books in order 

they should go to school.”           Bridgeway 

 



 Reaching into Yemen 

In the present civil war, Yemen has become a 
dangerous place for everyone, but for 
Christians it has always been a dangerous 
place. All Yemenis are Muslim by law, Islamic 
law is official, and conversion to another 
religion is illegal. Christians are few and so 
widely scattered that many do not know of 
other Christians within their country. 

Radio broadcasts penetrate Yemen through 
daily 90-minute shortwave programs, and a 
team of Christian workers outside the country 
responds to listeners’ calls and online 
messages. When appropriate and considered 
safe, listeners are connected with team 
members inside Yemen, enabling them to 
have access to a Bible and possibly join a 
‘hidden’ church. Radio programs include 
bridge-building topics from health advice to 
family issues such as child welfare and 
protection for women. Team members seek to 
answer listeners’ questions and direct them to 
Christ.                                              FEBC 

 

Patience brings fruit in Philippines 

Some time ago, an evangelist who travelled by 

canoe to bring the gospel to a remote island was 

initially not allowed to take up residence there, 

because of the hostility of the islanders to the 

gospel. He spent the next five months based in a 

canoe off the island and during that time built 

relationships. In time, one of the village leaders not 

only became interested in the God this man served, 

but eventually became a Christian. Today there is a 

thriving Christian community on this and several 
other islands in the region.             Mission Network News 

 

The youth of Bolivia 

Although 67% of Bolivia’s people are under age 30, 
there is not a lot of specific outreach to them. 
Scripture Union is one ministry seeking to reach 
them, but local congregations need to put in more 
effort. Widespread unemployment, urban violence 
and the easy availability of drugs mean that reaching 
and discipling them is all the more vital. 
                                                             Operation World 
 
 

Papua: looming nationalist jihad 

Several Java-based Islamic organisations are 

openly recruiting fighters for a jihad in Indonesia's 

Papuan provinces (western half of the Pacific 

island of New Guinea). Several other Islamic 

groups already have bases in the region. Since the 

passing of a new law that gives the military 

permission to mobilise civilian forces for national 

defence, Muslim militias are now able to fight 

openly and legally to suppress the ethnic 

Melanesian and mostly Christian indigenous 

Papuans.                                        Religious Liberty 

Being positive in Kazakhstan 

In spite of Kazakhstan’s anti-Christian 
regulations, many Muslims and others are 
turning to Christ as a result of church 
ministries that help people overcome drug 
and alcohol problems. Converts still face 
rejection by society at large, especially if they 
have left Islam to follow Christ, but one 
particular church is constructing a building for 
these new believers where they can live 
while getting accustomed to their new 
lifestyle. During this time, the church helps 
them find a job, sort out the official paperwork 
and, where possible, restore relationships 
with their families.                     Barnabas Fund 

From an evangelist in Zambia 

“The books have helped many workers here in ten 

districts that we have pastors, evangelists and church 

elders in researching the Scriptures. It helps more when 

they prepare their sermons. These books have helped us 

more even in seminars we got for the leaders to study 

the Word of God. I train church leaders doing outreach 
in markets and open air preaching. 

“In one village we met a lot of Satanism, but we 

preached the gospel openly. For some people we had to 

deal with individual demon problems. But over the time 

35 people gave their lives to the Lord, many of them 

young people involved in alcoholism and some older 

people who have bad practices.”                      Bridgeway 


