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Bible translation 

Many Christian groups and organisations are committed to 
putting the Bible into the hands of people who can read God’s 
Word in their heart language. In the Central American country 
of Belize, 700 people stood in a line for two hours waiting to 
get their hands on a free Bible. In Nigeria, the first printrun of 
the Bible in the Agatu language was exhausted so quickly that 
a second run of 10,000 is now being distributed. Children’s 
Bibles are in great demand in countries everywhere. 

Bible translation proceeds apace all over the world. The 
number of languages in which there is a complete Bible is now 
about 700, which is more than double the figure of twenty 
years ago. Active translation work is currently being done in 
2,617 languages across 161 countries. Despite the progress, 
there is still a long way to go before complete Bibles are 
available in all languages.                                     MNN/ Wycliffe 

Daily life in Burundi 

“Our going and coming from our house 
to my work job is not easy. We wake up 
early morning at 4.30 a.m. to be ready 
for the morning church program at 5.00 
a.m. After prayer and Bible and singing 
we must then leave for 2 kilometre walk 
to bus stop for going nearly one hour 
into town. But the work at the church is 
progressing. 

“I have also initiated teaching about 
how Christians can take care of other 
people’s lives based on how they can 
improve agriculture (better fertilise their 
small gardens), education (send their 
children to school), hygiene (boiling 
water, having good latrine), reading, 
writing etc. This program is for every 
Monday afternoon and many like it.” 
                                           Bridgeway 

Malaysia 

The Malaysian Constitution defines 

‘Malay’ as a follower of Islam. 

Malays cannot lawfully be 

evangelised and are forbidden to 

attend public church activities. 

Muslims who leave Islam to follow 

Jesus risk being punished or sent to a 

camp where they are pressured to 

deny Christ. Islamic education is 

compulsory at all state primary 

schools and pre-schools.     Open Doors 

Ghana: Christians and neighbourhood help 
A pastor writes: “The church that I shepherd was mobilized to do a public clean up exercise including 
streets, market and town centre. At least we have shown the community that God wants our environment 
to be clean. I saw that the waste mostly found is plastic. This is a challenge to Ghana’s Government as 
there are no factories to recycle them. The only way is to burn them but that is not easy and it creates 
bad smoke. During the clean-up exercise people were very excited to see our idea and know that 
Christians care about community responsibilities.”                                                               Macnet 

       

Siberian Christians 

Four Russian Christian lawyers are providing legal services 
and training to churches in Siberia, enabling them to deal 
with increasingly restrictive government rules. These 
restrictions apply to the use of church buildings, conduct of 
home groups, personal evangelism and registration of 
churches. Some churches have been helped in court 
hearings and others have adjusted their procedures to avoid 

prosecution and hefty penalties. 

More freedom in Uzbekistan? 
Church registrations are increasing in Uzbekistan, as the 

country moves gradually from its rigid pro-Islam stance 

towards greater religious freedom. The rise in church 

registrations is an encouraging sign. 
                                                                      Barnabas Fund 



 

Secular humanism 

Secular humanism has been increasing its 
influence in Western society for many 
decades, often almost unnoticed, working 
especially through the education system. 
This ideology puts humankind in the place of 
God. From this comes moral relativism, 
meaning there are no moral absolutes and 
therefore individuals may decide for 
themselves what is right or wrong in any 
particular situation. 

These beliefs are gradually replacing 
traditional Christian values in the West, 
values which are becoming despised and 
may soon become illegal. Pray for God's will 
to rule and reign in the power structures of 
nations so this will not happen – not just in 
the West but elsewhere, for the West’s 
corrupted values inevitably spread to other 
countries. 

Saudi Arabia and Qatar 

For several decades, Saudi Arabia and 

Qatar have used their oil wealth to promote 

Islamist ideology and have radicalised 

many Muslims across the world. This has 

brought greater hostility towards Christians 

and increased persecution in almost every 

Muslim-majority context. Pray that 

ordinary Muslims will reject the teaching 

that they should treat non-Muslims as 

enemies. 
                                                  Barnabas Fund 

A trend in Africa 
Governments in African countries are following a trend 
to improve appearances by demanding that churches 
upgrade their buildings. Consequently, many churches 
are being forced to close because their buildings do not 
meet new standards that require brick walls and metal 
or tiled roofs. Many churches in nominally Christian 
countries such as Rwanda, Burundi and Angola are 
now in crisis because of their lack of funds to construct 
acceptable buildings.                                Barnabas Fund 

Bible talks in Japan 
Japan hosts a radio show called ‘Listen to God’s 
Student’, which gives theology students a platform to 
discuss various topics from the Bible. It helps develop 
the students’ skills and explain the gospel to people 
whose understanding of it is minimal.            FEBC 

Bhutan, India and Sikkim 

A Bhutanese evangelist writes: “We like to show the 

Jesus film in villages. We can sometimes do this across 

the border in India, though it is hard to get permission to 

show films in open grounds because attacks come from 

Hindu leaders who are totally against Christians. In 

Bhutan, which is Buddhist, we are not allowed to have 

any film shows. If we are careful we can have house to 

house shows, and lately we baptised 19 people. In West 

Bengal we had 15 film shows and baptised 30 people; in 

Assam, 20 film shows and baptised 10 people; in 

Sikkim 35 film shows and baptised 15 people. I found 

that even witch doctors, politicians and other religious 

groups are accepting the Lord.”                  Bridgeway 

 

Algeria 

Over the last two years, 

forced church closures have 

been on the rise in Algeria. 

Since 2006, all religious 

groups must register their 

places of worship with the 

government. The only 

exemption is for the majority 

religion, Islam. Yet the 

government is hated by the 

Muslim electorate, while the 

church grows six times faster 

than the population overall. 

International calls for the 

government to cease its anti-

Christian aggression, have 

had no apparent effect. 

                   New Life/Religious Liberty 

China: even the Three-Self churches are not safe 

There are an estimated 176 million surveillance cameras across China. 
Within one district, 155 of the 170 Protestant Three-Self churches have 
government-mandated cameras that are connected to a network allowing 
the government to watch Christians. One church has six cameras above 
the podium and four at the entrance, so that if the government sees or 
hears anything it objects to, the church can be closed down. 

China’s persecution of unregistered churches is well-documented, but 
even the registered churches are now being targeted. A 3,000-seat 
officially registered church in Annui province was attacked during a church 
service by a demolition team that destroyed the building completely. Two 
of the church’s pastors were arrested for ‘gathering a crowd to disturb 
social order’. Other state-registered churches were ordered to remove 
displays of the Ten Commandments and replace them with quotes of 
President Xi Jinping. Churches that refused were either shut down or 
blacklisted for future reference. 

Another officially recognised church, this one in north-eastern China, was 
fined the equivalent of $1,400 for having a copy of the Bible in a different 
language, in this case Korean. The church was then prohibited from 
selling Bibles and any hymn books or leaflets not printed on the 
government’s presses.                                    Christian Headlines/Barnabas Fund 


