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Relief for Christians in Sudan 

Since the ousting of Sudan’s long-serving hardline dictator last year, the transitional joint military and civilian 
council now running Sudan has pledged that land and buildings stolen from churches and Christians over 
the previous thirty years will be returned. The interim government, like the populace in general, is still 
Muslim, but the new Minister for Religious Affairs says that Christians who suffered and endured ‘very bad 
practices’ under the previous president have the freedom to practise their faith openly. Some senior 
government officials have demonstrated this newfound tolerance by attending Christian church services. 

The new government has also repealed strict sharia laws such as those that required the death penalty for 
apostasy and that controlled how women acted and dressed in public. Women were often flogged or jailed 
for minor infringements, such as allowing even part of their hair to show. The new Prime Minister paid tribute 
to those women who had ‘endured the atrocities that resulted from the implementation of this law.’ 

The 3% of Sudan’s population who identify as Christian are rejoicing in their newfound freedom and praying 
that it will last. In times past Sudan was known for having good churches and Bible colleges. However, 
resistance is growing: from loyalists to the former regime, Islamic fundamentalists, a divided military and a 
suspect security sector.                                                                                              Religious Liberty 

Azerbaijan 

A Christian couple in Azerbaijan were fined the equivalent 

of four months’ wages for hosting Christmas-New Year 

celebrations that included giving Christian story books to 

children. They were charged with hosting ‘an unauthorised 

religious gathering' and distributing ‘unapproved religious 

literature’ – literature that did not bear the state’s official 

mark of approval.                                Religious Liberty 

Vietnamese risk imprisonment 

In the recent past, Vietnam’s government has used 
imprisonment of believers as a way of oppressing the 
church. The most common reasons for imprisonment 
include preaching the Gospel, meeting without permission 
and protesting against the government’s confiscation of 
Christian-owned land. 

Life in a Vietnamese prison is exceedingly difficult and 
when prisoners are eventually released they are usually in 
very poor health. Christian services do what they can to 
help them with medical and social care. Believers are also 
threatened with loss of employment, attack by criminals 
and banishment from villages. In spite of all this, Vietnam’s 
underground church continues to grow.                   VOM 

 

Dangerous Afghanistan 

Afghanistan is the second most dangerous country 

for Christians (after North Korea). As radical 

Islam gains ground, public opinion becomes more 

anti-Christian. There have been calls in parliament 

for the death penalty for apostates (i.e. Christians) 

to be enforced. No one knows how many ‘secret 

believers’ there are in Afghanistan, but an 

optimistic estimate is about one thousand. Many 

have fled to other countries.             Persecuted Church 

Jamaican outreach 

In a country with a large Christian population but 
widespread social problems, churches continue to 
reach out and serve the community in a variety of 
ways. Radio and TV programs reach into homes 
everywhere, and Bible distribution is extensive through 
schools, hospitals, the police force, the defence forces 
and tertiary institutions. 

Among the 500 dignitaries present at a recent prayer 
breakfast was the Governor General. Although many 
in the community and in government are onside, the 
church needs above all to have God’s power and 
direction for greater impact on the nation.             CE 

Response in Cameroon 

“Over the last month 114 new believers 
were baptized in a small river near the 
church. I need books and Bibles for these 
people, so if you can send any more 
books at all we will be grateful. People 
can grow strong by these materials. I 
already distributed all the books you sent 
last time to nine branches of our ministry. 
I want to assure you that I will never get 
tired of reading. I will only stop using the 
books when I leave this world, so please 
never be discouraged to send more. We 
need books to meet the needs of this 
dying generation.”                    Bridgeway 

 



Radio news briefs 

1. Radios pre-tuned with Christian messages are still smuggled across the border into North Korea. 

2. In Kazakhstan 600 radios were recently distributed across the country. 

3. A new radio station in Chad aims to reach four million people in the broadcast area. 

4. Across the Middle East and North Africa children’s programs are reaching a new generation. 

5. Radio broadcasts are of particular help to the large Christian minorities among the hill tribes of  
    Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam.                                                                                  FEBC/SAT-7 

 

Zambian self-help 

A Christian husband and wife write: “We bought a plot 

of land and built a small two roomed house for us and 

our children to live. We’re raising money for electricity 

to install it also, so that we can obtain carpentry 

machinery and start helping school dropouts to learn 

carpentry. We want to help them to stand on their own. 

“We both work in ordinary jobs to support our ministry 

so that we are not a burden to the church. Our desire is 

to empower the youths, the old aged and the less 

privileged. We can't do anything without finances but 

we can't depend on handouts, and that's the reason why 

we study and work to achieve our goals. We grow 

maize, sweet potatoes, beans and pumpkins to sell, and 

small plants for fruit trees like lemons, oranges, 

avocado, cashew nuts and guavas for people to take and 

plant at their homes to become more self-sufficient.” 
                                                                                                             Bridgeway 

Iraqi village shows the way 

A small Christian village in Iraq is finally 
getting back on its feet after being 
largely destroyed by ISIS fighters. When 
militants came across the rich Christian 
history of Batnaya, Northern Iraq, they 
defaced churches, decapitated statues 
and smashed up every religious symbol 
they could lay their hands on. With ISIS 
defeated in the region, a restoration 
program is in progress. 

Church leaders estimate that hundreds 
of people will soon return after being 
displaced in neighbouring towns and 
villages for the past few years. The 
restoration project is set to cover 13 
towns and villages across the Nineveh 
Plains.              CBN News Christian World News 

‘Jesus the Game Changer’ 

Two series of videos entitled Jesus the Game Changer 

aim at helping churches in once-missional Western 

countries to regain a focus on evangelism and rebuild a 

passion for mission. The videos feature stories from 

Nigeria to Northern Ireland, from Iran to Taipei, and 

include theological and missional insights from 

Christian leaders across the world. It is hoped that the 

stories of those who have taken the message of Jesus to 

the ends of the earth will inspire a new generation with 

the same passion.                                       New Life 

As an Ethiopian woman sees things: 

“Females here are highly violated because of 
traditional and family influences. They collect 
firewood from long distance to cook for their 
families and must look after children and old 
parents. They cannot get good learning 
opportunity as males can. Because of this, 
many drop out of education and even those at 
school do not go on to college or university. 
The dropouts are forced to get married at very 
young age and bear many children. They can’t 
lead their own lives and must feed their many 
children. If they are not literate they are 
vulnerable to dishonest people. We want to 
teach the women and especially to read so that 
they can grow though the Bible.”        Bridgeway 

Al Shabaab in Kenya 

The Islamist terrorist group Al‐Shabaab, which 
operates out of Somalia, persists in its drive to 
seize parts of north-east Kenya. It has ‘ordered’ 
Christians to leave certain regions to allow local 
Muslims to get all local jobs, and has incited 
Somali-Kenyans to carry out its orders. Christians 
who live or work in this part of Kenya already live 
with fear and anxiety, but now their very existence 
is under theat.                                  Christian Post 

Bangladesh’s Christians 

Although Bangladesh is 90% Muslim, Christians 

(only 1% of the population) have more freedom 

than Christians in some Muslim-majority 

countries. They are allowed to practise their 

religion and share their faith.          Persecuted Church 


