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Rural Colombia and coronavirus 

Amid the worldwide confusion and tensions over 
coronavirus, some strange beliefs emerge. In one 
rural area of Colombia, community leaders are 
convinced that the coronavirus outbreak is a punish-
ment sent by their deities for allowing Christians to 
live among them. Believers are suffering increasing 
persecution and some have been summarily 
imprisoned for “disrupting community harmony” by 
causing the coronavirus. Indigenous chiefs now see 
Christian gatherings as a serious violation of their 
“law and order” and this has put the lives of 
Christians at risk.                                   Open Doors 

God is not silent in Central Asia 

When Jengish left high school he was eager to 
“live like a real Muslim.” But while applying to 
university, he says, “I met real Christians for the 
first time. They had a personal relationship with 
God and God spoke to them. I had never heard of 
this before. In Islam the only person to hear 
Allah’s voice was the prophet Muhammad.” 

One day Jengish spoke to God: “If Christianity is 
the true faith and I can hear your voice, then give 
me a sign so that I can believe.” God answered 
this prayer. He started investigating by reading a 
summary of Christian doctrine and a Russian 
Study Bible. “God used the book of Romans to 
show me how Jesus died for our sins to make us 
righteous. After two months I accepted Jesus as 
my Saviour and Lord.” 

Now Jengish works as a teacher, translator and 
project manager in community development. “I am 
currently translating The Old Testament in Seven 
Sentences by Christopher Wright into my 
language. This is the book that helped me 
understand the grand narrative of the Bible and 
what Jesus has done for us. In a remote and 
impoverished corner of our country I am working 
to preach the gospel and educate young people 
who are at risk of being radicalised.” 

“Please pray that I will be like the apostles in Acts 
and go where the Spirit leads, so that a light will 
shine upon those living in a land of deep 
darkness.”                                            SparkLit 

Mali’s uncertainty 

Last month, heavily-armed 

jihadists on motorcycles killed 27 

people in three attacks on some 

mainly-Christian villages in 

central Mali in less than 24 hours. 

Some were shot, others burned 

alive. Since 2016, jihadists have 

been waging a war to occupy 

north and central Mali with the 

declared aim of establishing 

sharia (Islamic law) throughout 

the country. 

Mali, although a predominantly 

Muslim country, was once known 

for its religious tolerance, but 

jihadists are making it 

increasingly difficulty for the 

government to maintain the 

peace.                  Barnabas Fund 

Hagar Afghanistan 

In Afghanistan a Christian-based ministry called Hagar provides a 

safe space for women who are victims of violence or lack family 

support. It aims to help such women find healing and strength, at the 

same time teaching them skills that lead to self-reliance. It also tackles 

gender inequality, a serious problem in Afghanistan’s strongly Islamic 

and male-dominated society. While discreetly introducing women to 

the gospel, the ministry also increases their capacity to access 

education, training and employment.                           TEAR 

Ongoing opposition in Eritrea 

In June authorities in Eritrea (a country bordered by Ethiopia, Sudan 
and the Red Sea) arrested 30 Christians as they attended a wedding 
ceremony in the capital, Asmara. In April they arrested 15 Christians 
for attending a worship service and took them to a prison camp. 
Between May and August last year more than 330 Christians were 
arrested, most of them while gathered at house church meetings. 
Eritrea is one of the worst countries in the world for persecution of 
Christians. It is Sunni Muslim, and only three Christian groups are 
permitted – Orthodox, Roman Catholic and Lutheran.       Barnabas Fund 

Zimbabwe: weekend Bible school 

“Our weekend Bible school has an enrolment of 

twenty men and women. We want more people 

serving as leaders in their churches even though 

most do not have formal Bible college training. 

The curriculum covers two years and includes 

OT and NT surveys, many individual Bible 

books, plus things like geography of the Bible, 

evangelism, church growth, world religions, 

African traditional religions, church history, 

ethics, hermeneutics, homiletics, salvation, the 

church, worship, leadership, administration, 

poverty alleviation, community development, 

marriage, family life, Christian growth and a 

number of other topics.”                    Bridgeway 

https://cts.vresp.com/c/?SparkLit/08435114b4/fcf47e283d/8e3263b3cb
https://cts.vresp.com/c/?SparkLit/08435114b4/fcf47e283d/8e3263b3cb
https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2020/05/28/world/africa/28reuters-mali-security.html
https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2020/05/28/world/africa/28reuters-mali-security.html


 
Vanuatu 

This collection of Pacific islands had a complex 

colonial past that left many problems, but the country 

is seeing some progress in economic growth and the 

elimination of corruption. The church also is growing. 

Hundreds continue to come to Christ, but more effort 

is needed among a few superficially evangelised 

groups. Bible colleges help prepare evangelists, 

pastors and teachers to strengthen churches and reach 

out to the lost.                                  Operation World 

The ups and downs of Syria 

Aleppo's Maronite Cathedral of St Elias, largely 
destroyed by repeated mortar attacks in 2012-2015, 
has been rebuilt and re-opened for worship. Before 
2012, Aleppo (Syria's commercial capital) was home 
to 180,000 Christians, but today only 30,000 remain. 
Although the city is now peaceful, Christians continue 
to emigrate. This is not because of war but, in the 
words of church leaders, “because of the extreme 
poverty linked to sanctions imposed by the West on 
the defenceless population.” These sanctions, they 
say, are designed to “increase the suffering of the 
population in order to fuel popular discontent and thus 
produce regime-change.” They describe this 
sacrificing of millions of people as “inhumane” and 
“diabolical”. They appeal for prayer “because prayer 
goes beyond the human – and beyond the human is 
the Lord who acts.”                            Religious Liberty 

 

Pakistan: literacy and debt relief 

Many Christians are among the thousands of 
labourers who, unable to repay debts incurred in 
times of family crisis, have been forced into lowly 
paid work in brick kilns and eventually become 
bonded workers to the owners. But Christian 
organisations have started more than 30 schools 
in these brick kiln communities, where about 
2000 children who otherwise would be denied an 
education can at least learn to read and write. 
The parents are also given help to repay the 
debts and in due course be freed from slave-like 
bondage. The Christian teachers in these schools 
see literacy as a key element in helping to free 
people from poverty and debt bondage. 
                                                                                                   Barnabas Fund 

 

How one Ethiopian prays 

“Since many years ago my daily prayers are more than 

600 pages in books on my shelf. There are 17 books in 

total. They are based on worship prayers, supplication 

prayers, begging prayers. The Lord taught me that 

unless every word in my prayers is based on the Word of 

God, it weakens my soul and spoils my spirit. So I write 

prayers and keep them for teaching me.”                    Bridgeway 

The hill tribes of Myanmar 

Christian communities in Myanmar’s hill tribes are offered 
free education at Buddhist schools, but only if the pupils 
study and practise Buddhism. Those who officially convert 
have their national identity cards amended to their new 
religion and are guaranteed government jobs that are open 
only to Buddhists. 

Myanmar’s military-controlled government has for decades 
oppressed hill tribe regions, where many ethnic minority 
groups are mainly Christian. Hundreds of thousands are 
displaced, mainly though aerial bombing, and tens of 
thousands of survivors still live in camps as IDPs (internally 
displaced persons). The UN Human Rights Council has 
condemned Myanmar's military campaign against its own 
citizens, accusing the armed forces of persecution, ethnic 
cleansing, torture, rape and other abuses.        Persecuted Church 

Sudan’s greater freedoms 

On 10 July Sudan's transitional government 
passed a package of laws aimed at ending 
discrimination and human rights abuses. 
Numerous discriminatory and repressive sharia 
provisions were removed, apostasy (leaving 
Islam) decriminalised and repressive laws 
against women removed. Sudan’s Christians 
and citizens in general are rejoicing, though 
churches still await the return of confiscated 
assets. As expected, Islamists are outraged 
and have called for jihad against the “apostate 
government.”                           Religious Liberty 

Turks in London 

One pleasant surprise to come out of the 
coronavirus crisis is livestreaming church 
services over the internet. According to one 
report, a Turkish-speaking church in London 
that previously had about 50 in attendance 
now has 1,600 tuned in for livestream 
services each Sunday. Turks who knew 
nothing about Christianity are now searching 
for meaning and stability in life. The church 
has never been so busy, as it deals with 
questions and produces more online 
teaching sessions.                          OM 

 


