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Increasing anti-church activity in China 

In the Chinese government's continuing persecution of Christians, poor families are now being told to 

renounce their faith or lose welfare benefits. Some Christians have been told to replace crosses and 

religious symbols in their homes with portraits of China's communist leaders if they want to keep receiving 

government benefits. 

Several churches have been converted by the government into ‘cultural hubs,’ as fear grows among 

authorities that too many people are turning for their spiritual needs to the church and not to officially 

endorsed nationalism and patriotism. The government has been closing down churches all over the country, 

often because of the churches’ refusal to install government-monitored surveillance cameras. Financial 

rewards are offered to any citizens who can provide the government with photos or videos of ‘unapproved’ 

meetings or places of worship.                                                                                CBN News/Open Doors 

What it means to follow Christ in Cuba 

The Cuban government uses various ploys to win 
approval from the international community while still 
making life difficult for local Christians. Christian leaders 
are intimidated by being summoned to meetings with 
government officials and even held in custody for a day or 
two to pressure them. At the same time the government 
does nothing to stop lawless gangs attacking churches 
while itself denying responsibility. 

No new church buildings have been legally built in the 
country since the revolution and some have been forcibly 
closed on flimsy charges of illegal activity. Many believers 
meet in unsanctioned house churches, often extensions of 
the pastor’s home or shaded structures in the backyard. 

In spite of all this, the church continues to grow, though 
some of the country’s estimated one million believers 
have never owned a Bible. The sale of Bibles is not illegal, 
but import is difficult and the cost of a Bible is often 
prohibitive. There are no Christian bookshops. 

No Christians are known to be imprisoned in Cuba, but 
many are so closely watched by the government that they 
are effectively under house arrest. Christians are often 
denied jobs and educational opportunities. But all citizens 
suffer, often waiting in long lines for food and having 
difficulty finding employment.                    Voice of the Martyrs 

South Sudan: prayer’s power 

“In 1995 I opened morning prayers in a small 

church centre here where we prayed every 

morning from 6 to 8. The attendance was only 

4 people, but by the grace and power of God 

that church now has 1,300 people. The 

church is full of evangelists, pastors, lay 

readers, mothers union members, youth 

groups and Sunday school children and just 

keeps growing. We keep planting seeds to 

grow more churches. 

“Then in 2007, in another church, the 

minister gave me mandate to open both 

morning and evening prayers and again God 

did great wonders. Its Sunday services 

attendance is over 3,600 people and in many 

houses we have evening prayers from 6 to 9. 

The number of the homes where we are 

praying like this has grown up to 550 homes. 

This is brining great power for more 

growth.”                                    Bridgeway 

From a ministry in Jordan 

“We received good news from Swaida, which is a main 
Druze city located in southwestern of Syria close to the 
Jordan border; also from the Alawites area in Syria 
(Alawites are a sect of Shia Islam). A lot of people have 
accepted the Lord, including Druze women, who by 
tradition are not allowed to know about religion until they 
are 40 years old. Praise our Lord for his great ways and 
work among them. Hundreds of audio Bibles have been 
distributed so they can hear the living word of God. 
Hundreds of the New Testaments and whole Bibles were 
distributed to homes in Ajloun, Anjara and Kafranga 
during this harvest time.”                                 Manara 

 

Moldova’s pressures 

Moldova is a nominally Christian country 

whose people were accustomed to 

persecution when it was part of the Soviet 

Union. After nearly 30 years of freedom, 

Christianity is under attack again, this 

time from Turkey, whose private schools 

promote Turkey’s neo-Ottoman 

aspirations, allow graduates to attend 

Turkish universities free of charge and 

pressure students to convert to Islam. 

Pray that Christians in Moldova, one of 

the poorest countries in Europe, will resist 

the materialist temptations and remain 

faithful to the Lord.             Barnabas Fund 



 

Burkina Faso 

The West African country oi Burkina Faso is 52% Muslim, 
26% ethno-religionist, and 21% Christian (mostly Catholic). 
The democratically elected president identifies as Christian. 
Although the country has a long tradition of peaceful co-
existence and religious freedom, Islamic terrorism erupted 
last year and is escalating. Last year over 1300 were killed, 
both Muslims and Christians, but churches in particular are 
now being attacked. Large numbers of Christians have been 
killed and churches looted.                             Religious Liberty 

Morocco 

Before Morocco’s purge of missionaries in 2010, many house 
churches were led by foreign Christians. After the loss of 
these leaders, more Moroccan believers took on leadership 
roles. Today, the Moroccan Church is mature and growing, 
as local believers reach their fellow citizens with the gospel. 

Since public churches are illegal, believers must gather in 
house churches, but vigilance is needed. One pastor writes: 
“You invite people to your house but you don’t always know 
these people. They might be Islamic and might be against 
you. The government wants to control everything, so they 
watch us to see who comes to our houses. It’s not easy to be 
a leader of a Moroccan church.”                 Mission Network News 

Pakistan 

The long-awaited National Commission for Minorities is an 
important step towards the protection of religious freedom 
and equality. The terms of reference include preservation of 
places of worship for non-Muslims and amendment of laws 
that discriminate against religious minorities. 

The Commission has twelve ‘non-official’ members – three 
Christians, three Hindus, two Muslims, two Sikhs and one 
each from the Parsi and Kalash communities. They will sit 
alongside six ‘official’ members – five senior civil servants 
and a senior scholar of Islam. Even if the commission 
produces favourable recommendations, the real test will 
come when legislation needs to be passed and implemented. 

                                                                          Barnabas Fund 

A church in Timor Leste 

In the 1970s, when Timor Leste was 
suffering under what was often a cruel 
occupation by Indonesia, a Christian in 
the foothills of the island’s south 
started a small church among people 
who had been moving from place to 
place to evade Indonesian troops. 
Over the years, the church grew to 
many hundreds and supported a 
number of smaller Christian groups 
throughout that part of the island. 

Timor Leste eventually gained 
independence in 2002, though it was 
blighted for years by strife and 
violence. Now, with government aid, 
the church planted by this man has 
constructed a new building, which was 
opened amid much rejoicing, the 
former president participating in the 
ceremony. This is an encouragement 
to believers in a country where most 
citizens are ignorant of the gospel. 

                                                                               APWM 

Nigeria: refugee children 

A Nigerian initiative is currently providing 
the Word of God to up to one million 
internally displaced children. Where 
terrorism deprives children of their 
parents, the gospel brings hope.      ACTS 

North Korean torture 

Accounts have surfaced of the 

unspeakable torture of North Korean 

Christians as punishment for the ‘crime’ 

of their faith. The victims ranged in age 

from children to the elderly. Their 

ordeals began with arrest, followed by 

interrogation and torture in prisons and 

re-education camps. The regime of Kim 

Jong-Un punishes all religious believers, 

but the harshest punishments are usually 

reserved for Christians.             Barnabas Fund 

 

Ethiopia: how to reach 4,000 children 

An Ethiopian ministry runs a three-year program for training 
Sunday school teachers. The trainees take ten courses based 
on one week of training every four months. They then go and 
teach children in their local churches, while concurrently 
training other potential teachers. Once each of 20 teachers 
trains ten more, there are 200 teachers. And if each teacher 
then teaches at least 20 children, the gospel has an impact 
on 4,000 children.                                           ECB Churches 

Milestone in Bible translation 

The Bible has just been translated into 

its 700th language, a milestone that 

shows the acceleration in Bible 

translation work. It is difficult to 

pinpoint which translation was the 

700th, because a number of new printed 

Bibles and online Bibles appeared 

around the same time. The 700th Bible 

means that 5.7 billion people who speak 

700 languages now have the Bible in the 

language that speaks to them best. But 

there are still 1.5 billion people (roughly 

1 in 5) who do not have the Bible in 

their heart language.                             Wycliffe 


