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Iraqis in Jordan 

Jordanian Christians have converted a small 
guest house into a sewing centre for Iraqi 
refugees. Through donated sewing machines and 
fabrics, along with training in sewing and 
embroidery, Christian women are gaining new 
skills, dignity and a more hopeful future. They can 
now work from home to make money for 
themselves and their families.                 Manara 

From a Malawi evangelist 

“It was really enriching and encouraging to see 

many young men and leaders coming to the 

discipleship and leadership training we 

conducted across the border in Mozambique. 

We trained 60 leaders and 600 disciples, half of 

them women. I have learnt that to evangelise 

without discipleship is a failure. Many people 

who repent today within days are back to old 

ways. They need proper Bible study materials 

and training. Sometimes we need to rethink our 

missions strategy.”                             Bridgeway 

India’s anti-conversion laws 

According to reports from the Evangelical Fellowship of 
India, Christians are facing more opposition than ever 
because of their faith. They are falsely accused, 
threatened and attacked by Hindu extremists. Many 
cases go unreported because of fear in the Christian 
community or the refusal of police to make written 
reports. The persecution includes destruction of 
property, sexual assault, murder and social exclusion. 

Anti-conversion laws, which are now in force in nine of 
India’s 29 states, are used to make false accusations 
against Christians who are evangelising in legal and 
proper ways. Some Christians have been targeted as 
‘converts’ even though they have been known as 
Christians for generations. Others face threats and 
intimidation to stop church services and home prayer 
meetings. Hostels that provide accommodation for 
older children from rural areas are being forcibly closed 
because the residents are under 18 years of age. In 
Odissa State alone, 90% of Christian hostels have 
been closed.                                          The Christian Post/Barnabas Fund 

Ethiopia’s approaching crisis 

The future of Ethiopia hangs in the balance as the June elections approach. Two diametrically opposed 
visions are in play. The Christian Prime Minister Dr Abiy has tried to implement his vision of a strong, 
united, multi-ethnic, multi-religious Ethiopia, but has run into strong opposition from the ethno-nationalists 
who would dismantle Ethiopia along ethnic lines. The leading proponents of ethno-nationalism are the 
Tigray Peoples Liberation Front (a Marxist body) and the Oromo Liberation Front (officially secular but 
dominated by Muslims, many of whom are radicals). But the TPLF and OLF do not represent all Tigrayans 
or all Oromo, many of whom support the current government. They see a strong, united, prosperous 
Ethiopia as a blessing not only to all Ethiopians, but also to other Africans across the region. 

While ethno-nationalism might empower some, it could trigger widespread ethnic cleansing of minorities 
and gross insecurity nationwide. Those most at risk are the mostly Orthodox Christian ethnic Amhara, 
multitudes of whom have long lived as ethnic minorities outside of Amhara State. The TPLF and OLF have 
both gained international media support and are cooperating with each other to advance their shared 
ethno-religious nationalist agenda, which has support from certain regional powers that stand to gain from a 
destabilised Ethiopia. The situation is truly diabolical. Christians are already suffering from these ethno-
religious terrorist groups, and are likely to suffer even more if the rebels succeed in toppling the existing 
government.                                                                                                                 Religious Liberty 

The Caucasus 

A Christian radio station in the Russian 

republic of North Ossetia brings teaching 

and encouragement to isolated Christians in 

the region. This is so not just in North 

Ossetia but also in the neighbouring republic 

of Chechnya, which is strongly Islamic and 

aggressively opposed to the small number of 

Christians who live there.                 Barnabas Fund 

Minority groups in Paraguay 

Christian work among Paraguay’s minority groups 

has been fruitful. Many of the tribal groups are 

small, but through the penetration of the gospel 

literacy has increased and this has brought more 

effective church leadership. Education has had a 

transforming effect with many school-age children, 

rescuing them from poverty and preparing them for 

a better future. There is still a need for Scripture 

translation, Christian books and audio materials. 

                                                            Operation World 



 Christian crisis looms in Myanmar 

Most of Myanmar’s nine percent Christian minority comes 
from the long-persecuted Chin, Kachin and Karen ethnic 
minorities. A humanitarian crisis looms, as Myanmar’s army 
moves its frontline outwards from the Burman-dominated 
regions of the central plains to the predominantly Christian 
regions of the highlands. 

China actively influences Myanmar’s military government, 
partly because it does not want a democratically free 
Myanmar on its doorstep – something that would interfere 
with its corridor to the Indian Ocean. China has warned that 
its army may take 'drastic action to protect its interests’ in 
Myanmar. 

Aware that the Christian regions support the democracy 
movement, Myanmar’s armed forces have stepped up their 
attacks by land and air on the Christian hill tribes. 
Thousands of displaced Christians are now sheltering in 
churches and church-run institutions.                 Religious Liberty. 

From Uganda 

A church leader writes: “All our churches 

are growing steadily. We have people of 

all ages but about 90% are young people. 

I never thought this work would grow up 

to this level, but by God's grace we have 

reached where we are. The projector and 

public address system you bought us are 

helping us a lot in disseminating the 

gospel among university and other 

tertiary students. Next month we shall 

hold our leaders conference with the 

South Sudanese in Kampala and we are 

expecting the Lord to move among his 

people.”                              Bridgeway 

Eritrea: unlikely prison releases 

Praise God that 70 Christians (43 men and 27 
women) were released from three prisons in Eritrea 
in recent months. Some had been in prison a few 
months, others for up to twelve years. Several 
hundred more believers remain in prison, mostly 
without trial or sentencing. Imprisoned Christians are 
tortured, starved and forced into hard labour. 
Conditions are worse for pastors and theological 
students, who are singled out for beatings or have 
their prison terms extended as a warning to others. 
No pastors or other senior Christian figures were 
among the 70 Christians recently released. 

Tunisia: still no ‘Arab Spring’ 

The ‘Arab Spring’ of a decade ago began in 

Tunisia with the hope of better governance, 

common justice and greater freedoms, but it 

brought no improvements, whether in Tunisia or 

elsewhere. The small Christian community in 

Tunisia, which includes expatriates from other 

African countries, are vulnerable in a country 

where social unrest is increasing. 

Indonesia: in pursuit of harmony 

The Indonesian government has disbanded the 
Islamic Defenders Front (FPI) by a decree issued in 
December 2020. The hard-line Islamist group began 
in 1998 as a vigilante group to enforce Islamic moral 
codes. They opposed the growth of Christianity in 
Indonesia and forced a number of churches to close. 
Christians in Indonesia thank the Lord for this 
development and pray for a restoration of the 
harmonious and respectful relations that used to 
exist between the various religions. 

                                                                                                      Barnabas Fund 

Congo conflict 

Many Christians in villages of Kivu province in 

northern Congo have been killed in terrorist 

attacks by the Islamist group Allied Democratic 

Forces, originally from neighbouring Uganda. 

A health centre was looted, a church 

desecrated and homes burnt. The mainly 

Christian people of north Kivu and 

neighbouring Ituri province have suffered at 

least 1,105 terrorist killings in the last two 

years and pray for the grace to follow their 

Lord’s command to forgive their enemies and 

pray for those who persecute them.              BF 

RADIO: 

Growth of 

Bangladesh’s 

home groups 

Radio ministry in Bangladesh is seeing 

explosive growth in the number of radio 

home groups across the country. From 

the end of 2018 to the end of May 2019, 

the number of groups grew from 330 to 

806, but by the end of 2020 the number 

had grown to 1687. 

The home groups not only listen to the 

Bible teaching on radio but take radio 

kits to other groups where more people 

can hear and read the Word. In one 

district 40 people from 15 families 

received Jesus Christ as Saviour and 

were subsequently baptized.          TWR  

 


