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From an evangelist in Malawi

Expansion in Georgia

“We recently had a rural crusade with many people
coming to Christ and a new church has been
planted after the program. Our great need is to get
enough Bibles for all the believers. In another of
our rural churches, it has 85 members but only two
people have Bibles. Lack of Bibles in most churches
is the thing that most holds back the spiritual
growth of the believers. I am sorry we keep
pressing you, but when I go into the harvest field
and see the great need, my heart is always filled
with compassion.”

New doors have opened for expanding the Kingdom
of Christ in a Muslim-majority region of the Christianmajority European country of Georgia. A ministry in
remote villages to help Christian converts and meet
local Muslim people has resulted in a lessening of
Muslim distrust of Christians. New people are
attending rural churches, new groups have been
formed, youth camps have been successful and
better Bible teaching is being given. The results of
this ministry initiative have exceeded expectations –
among people of all ages and from all walks of life.

China: selling audio Bibles
Four Christian businessmen in China have been
fined heavily and sent to prison for selling audio
Bibles. The prison terms range from 15 months to six
years. Audio Bibles are particularly popular among
elderly rural Christians who have poor eyesight.
Barnabas Fund

One view of the world
From a pastor in South Sudan
“Last night we had a prayer meeting over the latest
Worldnews, which I photocopied and distributed to
raise it up to God in prayers. God did wonders. The
prayer meeting took us from 8:00 pm to 1:30 am,
and everybody in the prayer meeting was crying to
God that the satanic powers which are hindering
the Lords messages in other countries will be
destroyed in Jesus’ name. Some people who came
to this prayer meeting were badly off because of the
economic situation here, but although with empty
stomach they all managed to do this prayer meeting
and pray for God’s power from above.”
Bridgeway

The worldwide persecution of Christians is growing,
with little if any media attention given to repeated
atrocities. More than 340 million Christians suffer
high levels of persecution and discrimination for their
faith. That is 1 in 8 Christians worldwide. According
to the World Watch List, persecution is most severe
in places such as North Korea, Afghanistan, Somalia,
Libya, Pakistan, Eritrea, Yemen, Iran, Nigeria and
India. In all these places oppressive action against
Christians is an almost daily occurrence. Western
governments are often blind to or wilfully ignore the
persecution of Christians, mainly because they do not
want to upset diplomatic relations with the offending
countries.
Greg Bondar

Mexico: ongoing attacks in Chiapas
Chiapas has always been Mexico’s most vehemently anti-Protestant state. In January a pastor and his
family were expelled for establishing a Protestant church and refusing to participate in Catholic festivals.
When they arrived in another town where family lived, the pastor was re-arrested and five houses
belonging to family members were destroyed. Since 1982 Catholics in this town have burned 180 houses
of Protestants, but the expelled families have all managed to relocate and establish churches elsewhere.
The anti-Protestant persecution is driven by superstition, fear and jealousy, all reinforced by the assurance
that they can carry out their attacks with impunity.

Pakistan: hopes dashed
Pakistan’s parliament has rejected a bill aimed at de-criminalising the conversion of non-Muslims to other
religions. While moderate Muslims had supported the bill in the interests of religious freedom, Islamic
agitators vehemently opposed it and finally won the day. This gives encouragement to Islamists and
apprehension to Christians, because conversion of non-Muslims to Islam is still legal. It is believed that
each year at least 700 girls belonging to Christian communities and a further 300 belonging to Hindu
communities are forcibly converted to Islam to marry Muslim men.
Religious Liberty

Turkmenistan breakthrough
Muslim-background believers in
Turkmenistan rejoiced when the
authorities gave them permission to
meet again for worship in their five
registered church buildings. They pray
that further church buildings will be
granted registration, as the country’s
five registered evangelical churches are
not enough.
Praise God for the Christians’ positive
spirit, living as they do in a poor
country under a bizarre government and
very strict rules. The government has
now made it illegal to queue outside
shops selling state-subsidised food,
which is affordable but in short supply.
To be successful, purchasers may have
to buy other goods besides food, such
as portraits of the president.

Sri Lankan burdens
Christians in Sri Lanka report
‘inexpressible burdens’ caused by a
combination of unemployment, Covid
deaths in most churches, hunger,
repressive laws, lower yields for
farmers, food shortages, rising prices
and the anti-Christian stance of the
Buddhist nationalist government. In the
words of one pastor, Jesus is their only
source of strength and courage. ‘Our
hope is built on nothing less.’

Algeria’s Christian minority
A law in Algeria criminalises the making, storing or
distribution of any material intended to 'shake the faith of a
Muslim.' On the basis of this law, a pastor and a bookshop
salesman have recently been fined and sentenced to two
years' jail. Weeks earlier a convert to Christianity from Islam
was charged with blasphemy and sentenced to five years'
jail over a Facebook post.
Religious Liberty

Bibles for Laos
Getting a Bible in Laos is incredibly hard. Printing Bibles
there is forbidden, and only a few select churches can
distribute them. A group of local believers who
distributed a quantity of Lao Bibles obtained from across
the border in Thailand spoke of the fear they had should
their vehicle be stopped by police. But they made it
through safely and hundreds of believers were overjoyed
to receive a Bible of their own for the first time. In the
words of one Christian, “I am thinking of the day when
each Christian in Laos will hold a copy of the Bible, live
a life according to His Word, and conquer whatever life
throws at them. What a great day that will be. I pray it
will come soon!”
Open Doors
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Zimbabwe – a weekend Bible school
From a local pastor: “The number in our weekend Bible
school still stands at 13 men. We have first group in
second year and the other first year. We have thus far
covered the following subjects of the curriculum:
Hermeneutics, Public Speaking, OT Survey, NT Survey,
Church and Worship, Authority of Scripture, Paul’s
Prison Epistles, Evangelism, Covenantal Studies and
Sovereignty of Deity. Students can now borrow books
from my library for research and reading. I also continue
to write modules for private and college use on a variety
of practical subjects.”
Bridgeway

The children of Congo
A local pastor writes: “The Lord gave me a
vision for enlarging the children's work, so
I created a ministry called Love to Children
Ministry. We serve by helping now 139
orphans and trying to provide them with
food and education. We pay school fees for
35 of these orphans. I am especially
concerned for street children. In our church
here in Bukavu we have 80 adults and 120
children, but in our wider group of 30
churches we have about 2,500 adults and
more than 1,500 children. We also help 56
widows.”
Bridgeway

