
WORLDNEWS 277 Bridgeway Publications  15 December 2021

Unusual route to faith in Turkey 

Sezai, a citizen of Turkey, became a Muslim 

after his grandfather gave him some books 

about Islam. Strangely, it was in his 

grandfather’s books that Sezai first read about 

Christianity, though from a hostile point of 

view. The curses and condemnation directed 

at Christianity aroused something contrary in 

his heart and out of curiosity he decided to 

find out more about Jesus. He began reading 

a locally-produced Christian magazine called 

Miras and after a year of investigation and 

vigorous questioning, he gave his heart to the 

Lord. The magazine, well designed and well 

produced, is proving to be an effective tool for 

evangelism in a country that is being 

increasingly led towards Islamic nationalism. 

                                                                                          Sparklit 

India: respite for Christians 

Persecuted Christians in India have received some 
respite from Hindu nationalists after the high court ruled 
that Christians whose houses were bulldozed for refusing 
to convert to Hinduism would be allowed to rebuild 
without further persecution. The Christians, who had 
refused a demand to recant their faith, had suffered 
attacks in which 16 homes were demolished and they 
themselves physically abused. 

India’s constitution states there is freedom of religion for 
all, though the ruling Hindu nationalist BJP party does all 
it can to sow seeds of hatred into mixed communities. 
The aim seems to be to vilify minority groups and gain 
favour with the majority. 

North India's tribal belt is a tinderbox. In one town 50 
religious terrorists attacked tribal Christians as they slept, 
dozens being beaten, shot or hacked with machetes. 
Such violence is common because the attackers can act 
with impunity. Many Christians have now fled the area. 

                                               Religious Liberty/Christian Headlines 

New church building in Kazakhstan 

The construction of a church in a city of Muslim-

majority Kazakhstan is an answer to prayer for the 

church’s 200 members, the majority of whom are 

converts from Islam. In the 20-plus years since the 

church was founded, its leaders have been put on trial 

six times for gathering in a building unlicensed for 

worship and twice the church was ordered to cease 

activities for many months. Often churches were 

forced to move out of rented premises because of 

pressure put on landlords by Muslim leaders. 

Recently, there has been an improvement in the 

authorities’ attitude to the church, with the result that 

prosecutions and church raids have stopped. Christians 

have been further encouraged by progress on 

construction of their new multifunctional church 

building. The roof is now on and the building should 

be in use soon.                                                      Barnabas Fund 

Russian Tatarstan 

Tatarstan, now a republic in the Russian 

Federation, has been dominated by Islam for 

more than a millennium. Tatarstan’s Christians 

find that their main challenges come not from 

the government but from Islamist terrorist 

groups. Many Islamists left in 2014 to fight in 

Syria, but now a new generation of militants is 

emerging, people who have been trained to 

hate non-Muslims and believe it right to attack 

them. Christians ask prayer for their own 

safety and the salvation of their enemies. 

                                                                               Barnabas Fund 

 

The challenges of Togo 

The west African country of Togo is both a centre 
for regional commerce and a natural gateway to 
Islam from the Sahel. Much of northern Togo is a 
needy region characterized by poor quality of life 
and little access to the gospel. In spite of this, an 
incredible gospel harvest is taking place, 
particularly among the Gourmantché people. 
Teams of African evangelists are planting 
churches and strengthening disciples for Jesus 
Christ.                                                   Adonai 
 

Burundi: Christian love in action 

“With your gift we helped one rural 

community of 400 families get clean water. 

Funds were used to buy pipes and 

accessories and connect the water from the 

public source to the church venue, where 

the water benefits the entire community. 

People come there to access clean water 

and this greatly reduces the distance they 

previously had to walk. The chief official of 

the sub-area was thrilled to see this good 

work and the entire community is very 

thankful for what Christians in other places 

can do to help them. Next I want to build 

clean toilets with running water.” 
                                                   Bridgeway 



 Chile’s civil and religious affairs 

A highly polarised Chilean electorate has not yet delivered 

a decisive result from the November elections. Chile is a 

nominally Christian country where almost one-fifth of the 

people identify as evangelical. But in many churches there 

is much formalism and complacency, causing Christian 

leaders to call churches to an awakening within. Other 

churches are attacked from without. In recent years, some 

have been targeted in anti-government protests, both by 

urbanites protesting chronic poor governance and by 

indigenous peoples demanding self-determination. More 

than 60 churches have been burned in the past two years. 
                                                                                     Religious Liberty/Operation World 

Penetrating North Korea 

The people of North Korea, living in one of the most 

repressed nations in the world, are hearing the Good News 

through radio broadcasts. A powerful AM station built on the 

island of Daebu, South Korea, reaches all of North Korea. 

One North Korean, who first heard the gospel through these 

broadcasts, says, “I used to listen to the radio at 2:00 am with 

a blanket over my head to prevent anyone from hearing. 

Now, my family are all Christians. I was alone and my soul 

was hungry, but now know real peace and joy for the first 

time in my life.”                                                 FEBC 

Mozambique 

Conflict in the northern Mozambique 

province of Cabo Delgado has now forced 

nearly 700,000 people from their homes, 

about 40% of them children. Almost 3,000 

people have died. The extreme violence of 

this conflict, driven by radical jihadists, has 

seen Mozambique added to Open Doors’ 

World Watch List as being among the 

worst countries for persecution, even 

though over half the country’s 17 million 

people are nominally Christian. Once war-

torn Mozambique is home to one of the 

fastest-growing evangelical populations in 

the world.                             Christian Post 

 

A pastor in Cameroon 

“We are in the English-speaking part of 

Cameroon and your materials are 

especially helpful to us as we establish 

a library for all people. It also helps the 

pastors who have no books. We have a 

lot of projects ahead of us, especially in 

how to educate the under-privileged in 

this remote part where we live. With the 

interest people have developed for the 

study of God’s Word, I am pleading 

with you to please send me more books, 

even the used ones you get from those 

who no longer need them. People here 

scramble for these books, so that I 

cannot even keep some for myself.” 
                                              Bridgeway 

Christianity in Vietnam 

Although Christians account for less than 10% of 

Vietnam’s population (Catholic 7.7%, Protestant 

1.3%) they are greatly over-represented in the 

country's pro-democracy and human rights 

advocates and activists. Nevertheless, religious 

freedom exists more in theory than in practice. 

The Communist regime views unregistered 

house churches and ethnic minority Christians as 

threats to the nation's unity and security. It 

targets Christians with intimidation, vilification, 

harassment, police brutality and public shaming. 

Vietnam’s Human Rights Network lists 288 

‘prisoners of conscience,’ many of them pastors 

of unregistered churches. They are routinely 

tortured and many are in failing health. But 

getting reliable information out of the prisons, 

and even out of the country, is a risky business. 

                                                                                Religious Liberty 

Covid devastation 

Over 2000 pastors in India have died of Covid, 

leaving congregations bereft just at the time 

when they most need pastoral care. In Nepal  

the pandemic has claimed the lives of more 

than 150 pastors, and a further 150 are in 

hospital. In Myanmar, Chin State alone has 

lost 200 pastors, some of whom were among 

the many thousands of people displaced by 

artillery strikes. The military government has 

blocked humanitarian aid from reaching these 

people.                                    Barnabas Fund 

Reaching Uganda’s Muslims 

An evangelist writes: “At the gospel mission the 

Lord moved mightily and almost one hundred got 

saved, including eight Muslims. Some Muslims 

brought to us their Islamic attire to get rid of. At 

the seminar on Muslim evangelism, many church 

leaders attended and we taught them that first they 

must carry out evangelism and discipleship in their 

churches. Many confessed they did not do that. But 

when Christians get confident to reach out, 

Muslims are getting saved and the Lord is then 

using them to reach their former Muslim friends for 

Christ.”                                             Bridgeway 

 


