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A Covid outcome in Japan 

When, two years ago, a church in Japan lost its building 

and moved into a short-term substitute, it had no sooner 

set up temporary online provisions than the pandemic hit 

and online services became essential. As they fine-tuned 

these services, believers gained such benefit that many 

innovations remained when normal services again 

became available. Believers had learnt to use spiritual 

gifts they were previously unaware of and became better 

informed on matters relating to health, family, education 

and society. 

One church leader’s assessment was, “We’ve seen God 

moving. New people have come to faith, and we’ve had 

baptismal services. It’s changing and transforming the 

way we do church and how we can use technology. 

Face-to-face meetings are still important, but there’s 

been a shift towards a hybrid model.”        Mission Network News 

 

Argentina moving forward 

Renewal, evangelism and sustained prayer 

since 1983 have deeply affected Argentina 

and touched the world through Argentinean 

evangelists, teachers, missionaries and 

leaders. But many challenges remain within 

Argentina. The number of urban poor is 

increasing and now includes more than half a 

million slum dwellers, homeless people and 

street children. Local churches work hard in 

this area, but the comfortable upper classes 

are harder to reach.                            Operation World 

Central African Republic 

Armed conflict in Central African Republic will 

cause food shortages for over two million 

people this year. Fighting in this landlocked 

country is stopping the entry of food and 

supplies, with hundreds of trucks stuck at the 

border. Rebels cut off the main supply route 

from Cameroon and prices are skyrocketing. 

Although Christians are suffering along with 

the rest of the community, God has given 

them a heart to reach out even to the rebels, 

delivering audio Bibles and other gospel 

materials.                       Mission Network News 

Hope for Iraq’s Christians 

Christians in Iraq have been encouraged 

through a government program that is 

returning stolen properties to their rightful 

owners. More than 120 shops, factories and 

plots of land have now been restored to 

Christians and Sabeans who lost their 

properties during the years of conflict.  

                                                                               Barnabas Fund 

Three stories from India 

1. When hostile villagers in Odisha State refused to allow some Christian women to use a community well, 

the women filled their containers from the paddy field. When they arrived home, they were attacked by a 

hostile group who beat them and threw away the water they had collected. The four Christian families fled for 

safety, but when they returned two days later they found their homes destroyed. They were told that, because 

they had become Christians, they were no longer allowed to live in the village. 

2. A high court judge refused an appeal to block the construction of a church in Tamil Nadu state, pointing out 

the importance of religious tolerance. (India’s constitution states that ‘no citizen should be discriminated 

against on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth.’) This judicial decision is a welcome change 

in a country where churches and individual Christians are often discriminated against by local officials. 

3. In January a public notice appeared in a district of Chhattisgarh demanding thar locals worship tribal gods 

and resist Christianity. The notice included a list of 22 'pastors' who it warned should stop propagating 

Christianity, otherwise action would be taken against them. Then, in March, militants executed a pastor and 

warned of a similar fate for the next on the list. The region is populated predominately by the animistic Gond 

tribe. To win the Gond vote, the Hindu nationalist BJP portrays Christianity as a threat and the BJP as the 

solution. There are still 21 pastors on the execution list.                                            Barnabas Fund/Religious Liberty 

Burundi parenting program 

From a local ministry: “So far we have been able to train 

about 300 parents, and wherever we go, churches are 

asking that we go back. Our schedule takes in 17 churches 

within a one year period, and each time we target between 

25 and 30 couples per training. 

“This program helps them to understand dysfunctional 

parenting styles and their consequences on the children. 

Many parents realise the need for change, especially when 

men do not give time for their children, which can lead to 

drugs, suicide and prostitution. Children do not understand 

the proper kind of father and so they reject God, the true 

Father. We want to restore the bonds of family members, to 

show them that God loves them and created them for a 

purpose. Strong families help towards a strong church, 

strong communities and a strong nation.”         Bridgeway 

https://www.ucanews.com/news/indian-court-reminds-hindu-petitioner-of-religious-tolerance/96014


 Fresh material in Kazakhstan 

In Kazakhstan the majority of those who identify as Christians 

are not ethnic Kazakhs but people of Orthodox Russian or 

Ukrainian descent. A local initiative designed to reach the 

indigenous population is to produce videos across a range of 

topics that can introduce the gospel, are relevant to their 

interests and can point them to Jesus. These materials, now 

being used on radio and social media, include interesting 

personal testimonies from local believers. The presentations 

have been viewed by over 100,000 people, most of whom are 

Muslims. Similar locally produced programs are broadcast in 

neighbouring Kyrgyzstan.                                   FEBC 

Sierra Leone: new road, new opportunities 

A logging company that built a new road in Sierra Leone has 

unwittingly provided a way of bringing Bibles to communities that 

could previously be reached only on foot. Sierra Leone is 

predominantly Muslim and small communities sprinkled across 

the north are home to some of the least-reached peoples in the 

country. 

In this region, where folk Islam dominates, those who become 

followers of Christ are often persecuted by their families and 

neighbours. Christians, including entire villages that have left 

Islam to follow Jesus, have little opportunity for fellowship with 

other believers, so a visit from other Christians is a huge 

encouragement. 

Taking advantage of the new road, Christians have taken loads of 

Bibles to areas that could previously be reached only by laborious 

travel. Remote churches are being invigorated by the influx of 

Bibles, and unreached communities are being impacted through 

audio-visual presentations of the gospel.                     VOM 

Belgian initiative 

In Brussels, where the Christian 

faith of most Belgians is not evident, 

an Arab Church has a very public 

profile. The church offers a place for 

the extensive Arab community to get 

to know Christ and to worship him in 

their own, more familiar, context. At 

the same time, however, these Arab 

Christians want to be integrated in 

their local communities so that they 

can build friendships and evangelise 

both their Arab and their European 

neighbours.                         ECM 

Syria on the brink 

In the country of Syria, where 

Christians were once an acceptable, 

even welcome, segment of society, 

the entire population stands on the 

brink of economic collapse. The 

misery of the civil war’s aftermath is 

made worse by Western-imposed 

sanctions, making the reconstruction 

of war-damaged facilities almost 

impossible. Christian refugees, 

along with others, face enormous 

challenges if they are to return and 

help rebuild the nation and its 

church.                        Barnabas Fund 

Uganda’s Muslim missionaries 

A Ugandan evangelist writes: “Arab Muslim 

missionaries are here in big numbers. In my home 

district alone we have around twenty of them going 

village to village and town to town. The churches here 

became concerned and organized their church leaders 

and Christians for revival conferences. I taught and 

answered questions from the audiences about Islam. 

“In Butogota town, where they have opened their sharia 

Islamic Bank, we did door to door and every evening 

people gathered at one of the evangelical churches in 

town. Some nights the service continued as late as 

3 o’clock in the morning and we could get only three 

hours sleep. 

“On the team we had born-again teachers, preachers, 

students and of course local Christians. Local people 

got fired up and vowed to take the message seriously. 

One of the oldest Christian ladies asked me why they 

were not taught earlier about how to evangelise 

Muslims.”                                              Bridgeway 

Algerian struggles 

Christian in Algeria are finding it 

increasingly difficult to meet for worship. 

Many church buildings have been forcibly 

closed and physically sealed on spurious 

administrative grounds. More than 20 

churches have been forcibly closed in the 

past five years. 

Surprise in Somaliland 

Praise God that six Christians detained in 

Somaliland last August have been released 

and charges against them dropped. This is 

a remarkable event in a country where 

Islam is the official religion and sharia the 

law code. The charges originally laid 

against the six Christians were apostacy 

from Islam, spreading Christianity and 

creating public disorder. 
                                                                     Barnabas Fund 


